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¥4 The Gospel of Grace: Author

Carl Timothy Wray writes with a singular focus: to unveil the finished work of Christ

through the full counsel of Scripture. His teachings center on the Gospel of Grace,
revealing how God's eternal purpose unfolds through the ages until all things are
brought into unity in Christ. Through a clear and structured approach, he bridges
complex theological concepts with practical understanding, helping readers see the
harmony between time, eternity, and the life of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

W

This book, The Gospel of Grace — AIONIOS: The Life of the Ages Revealed, answers
one of the most misunderstood questions in Christianity: What is eternal life?
Through the lens of the Gospel of Grace, this teaching distinguishes between
eternal life as God’s unchanging state of being and aionios life as that same life
revealed through the ages. From Genesis to Revelation, this book uncovers the
purpose of time, the unfolding plan of the ages, and how God is bringing all things
into unity in Christ. If you've ever wondered how eternity relates to time, how God's
life is experienced in the present, and how all things reach their fulfillment, this book

will give you a clear and powerful framework rooted in the Gospel of Grace.
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INTRODUCTION — THE QUESTION
THAT DEFINES EVERYTHING

There is a question that has shaped theology, divided interpretations, and
influenced the way countless believers understand God:

What is eternal life?

Most have been taught to answer that question in terms of duration—life that never
ends, existence that stretches forward without limit. But the Gospel of Grace does
not begin with time. It begins with God.

Before there was time, before there were ages, before there was creation, there was

=nd_—uinchqnging, complete, and full. The Gospel of Grace reveals not a God who

Elé EN ), but a God who is revealing. And what He reveals is not something
new, but what He has always been.
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If eternal life is understood only as endless duration, then we are left with a concept
that is tied to time. But the Gospel of Grace calls us to look deeper. It calls us to see
that eternal life is not first about how long life lasts, but about the nature of the life
itself.

The Scriptures do not define eternity the way men define time. Instead, they reveal
the One who is eternal:

e “| AM THAT | AM" — Exodus 3:14

e “I change not” — Malachi 3:6

e “No variableness, neither shadow of turning” — James 1:17
e “As the Father has life in Himself” — John 5:26

These are not descriptions of time. These are revelations of being.

The Gospel of Grace teaches us that God is not becoming—He is. He is not
progressing—He is complete. He is not changing—He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. This is the foundation upon which everything else must be built.

And yet, the same Gospel of Grace reveals something that seems to stand in
contrast to this unchanging nature: creation is changing. Man is developing. Life is
unfolding through stages, seasons, and ages.

So the question must be asked:
If God is unchanging, why is everything else changing?

The answer to that question is found in understanding the distinction between
eternal life and what Scripture calls aionios life.

The Gospel of Grace does not present two different lives, but it does reveal two
different dimensions of the same life. There is the life of God as He is in Himself—
Elé EN complete, beyond time. And there is the life of God as it is revealed

witnin creauon—working, transforming, and unfolding through the ages.
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This is where many have confused the message.

When Scripture speaks of “eternal life,” it often uses the phrase zoé aionios—life of
the ages. The Gospel of Grace shows us that this is not a contradiction, but a
revelation. It is the life of God being made known within time, not because God is
bound by time, but because creation is.

Time does not exist because God needs it. The Gospel of Grace reveals that time
exists because creation needs transformation. Time is the arena in which what is
subject to change is brought into alignment with what is unchanging.

So when Jesus speaks of life in passages like John 17:3, He is not defining eternity in
its final, unchanging state. He is describing how the life of God is experienced by
man—through knowing, through relationship, through unfolding revelation.

The Gospel of Grace teaches us that knowing God is not static—it is progressive. It
is not a finished state—it is a living process. And that process belongs to the ages.

This is why Scripture speaks in terms of order, growth, and fulfillment. It speaks of
the ages running their course, of a fullness being reached, and of all things being
brought into unity in Christ.

* In the fullness of times, all things are gathered together in one — Ephesians
1:9-10

e Through Him, all things are reconciled — Colossians 1:19-20

e Until God becomes all in all — 1 Corinthians 15:28

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the ages are not endless cycles, but a purposeful
unfolding. They move toward a completion. They move toward a moment where
change is no longer necessary, where process gives way to fullness, and where what
was being formed becomes fully realized.

S L2 t, the distinction between process and state disappears—not because
wie wee s 2 the same, but because one has fulfilled its purpose.
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This book will walk through that distinction carefully.

We will begin by establishing what eternal life is in its pure form—God's unchanging
state of being. From there, we will move into understanding time, the ages, and the
meaning of aionios life. We will see how God reveals Himself within time, not to
change Himself, but to transform creation.

And finally, we will follow the thread of Scripture to its conclusion, where the ages
reach their fullness, all things are reconciled, and God becomes all in all.

The Gospel of Grace is not a message of confusion—it is a message of clarity. It
reveals that what God is eternally is what He is forming within creation through the
ages.

And when that work is complete, the process will no longer be needed.

What remains...
will be what has always been.

Chapter 1 What Is Eternal Life? (The Pure
State of Being)

There is no greater misunderstanding in the Christian world than this simple phrase:
eternal life.

Most have been taught to define it as duration—life that never ends, existence that
stretches forward forever. But the Gospel of Grace does not begin with time. It
begins with God.

If we are going to understand eternal life, we must not start with man, heaven, or
) L 1 H
EE EN Ve must start with God Himself.
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Scripture does not give us a technical definition of eternity. Instead, it reveals the
One who is eternal:

e “I AM THAT | AM" — Exodus 3:14

“Before Abraham was, | am” — John 8:58

“I am the LORD, | change not” — Malachi 3:6

“With whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” — James 1:17
“As the Father has life in Himself” — John 5:26

These statements do not describe time. They describe being.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that God is not becoming—He is. He is not developing
—He is complete. He is not progressing—He is full. He is not changing—He is
unchanging life itself.

So when we ask, What is eternal life? we are not first asking how long life lasts.

We are asking:

What kind of life is this?

Eternal Life Defined by Nature, Not Duration

Eternal life, in its pure form, is not measured by time at all.
Eternal life is the life of God as He is in Himself.
It is:
e self-existent

Feen

- ull\-llullging
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e complete
e beyond all process

It is not something that grows, improves, or unfolds. It does not move from one

state to another. It does not increase or decrease.

It is life that needs no change because it is already full.

This is why the Gospel of Grace does not present eternal life as something God is
working toward. God already possesses it fully. He does not evolve into it. He does
not attain it. He is it.

And this is where the misunderstanding begins.

Because when we look at ourselves, we do not see this unchanging life in its fullness.
We see growth, change, struggle, learning, and transformation.

So we must ask:

If eternal life is unchanging... why are we changing?

The Necessary Distinction

The Gospel of Grace reveals something that must be clearly understood from the

beginning:

Eternal life (as God’s being) is not the same as the life we are currently

experiencing.

What we experience:

S N

® grows
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e develops
e unfolds
e changes

But what God is:

e does not grow

e does not develop
e does not unfold
e does not change

This is not a contradiction—it is a distinction.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that what we are experiencing is not the final,
unchanging state of eternal life, but the revelation of that life within time.

Scripture often speaks of “eternal life” using the phrase zoé aionios—the life of the
ages. This language does not define God’s life in its pure form, but describes how
that life is revealed and experienced within creation.

And that experience involves:
e knowing
e growing
® being transformed
As seen in:
e “This is life aionios, that they might know You” — John 17:3

Knowing God is not static. It is progressive. It unfolds. It deepens.

) L
'ale EN eans this is not the final, unchanging state.
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This is life in motion.

The Truth Stated Clearly

Eternal life is not endless time. It is the unchanging life of God.

What we are experiencing now is not eternity in its fullness, but that same

life being revealed within us through change.

God is not changing. Creation is.

Why Time Exists

If God is eternal—unchanging, complete, and full—then why does everything else
change?

Why does Scripture speak in terms of:

* ages

e order

growth

fulfillment
The Gospel of Grace answers this clearly:
Time exists because creation needs transformation.

God does not enter time to become something.
) L
== EN
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He reveals Himself within time so that what He is eternally may be formed
within creation progressively.

The Transition

The Bible is written to man in time, and therefore it speaks in the language of time.

It reveals God's work through the ages, not because God is bound by them, but
because we are.

And this leads us to the next question:

If eternal life is not time... then what is time, and why does it exist?

Chapter 2 — Eternity Is Not Time

There is a subtle but powerful assumption that has shaped how many understand

God, life, and eternity:
that eternity is simply time that never ends.

If that were true, then eternity would just be an extension of what we already know

—days continuing without limit, moments stretching forward forever.
But the Gospel of Grace reveals something far deeper.

Eternity is not more time.

Eternity is beyond time.

N

=l= EN 2 Had a Beginning
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If eternity were simply endless time, then time itself would have to be eternal. But
Scripture shows us clearly that time had a beginning.

* “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” — Genesis 1:1
e “Through whom also He made the worlds” — Hebrews 1:2
e "The worlds were framed by the word of God” — Hebrews 11:3

The word translated “worlds” carries the idea of ages—the structure of time itself.

Time did not always exist.

Time was created.

And if time was created, then eternity cannot be defined as time continuing forever.

#\ God Exists Outside of Time

The Gospel of Grace shows us that God is not bound to the system He created.

e "From everlasting to everlasting, You are God” — Psalm 90:2
e “One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day” — 2 Peter 3:8

These are not measurements of time. They are revelations of perspective.

God is not moving through time.
God is not progressing from moment to moment.
God is not bound by past, present, and future.

He is present, complete, and unchanging.

S N
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Eternity Transcends Time

Because time has a beginning and God exists outside of it, eternity must be

something entirely different.
Eternity is not long time—it is life that is not governed by time at all.
The Gospel of Grace reveals eternity as a state where:

e there is no before and after
e there is no process of becoming

e there is no need for change
It is not life extended endlessly.

It is life that does not require extension.

Why Language Cannot Fully Define Eternity

The Bible was written to man in time, using language shaped by time.
Language depends on:

® sequence
e cause and effect

® progression
But eternity has none of these.

So Scripture does not attempt to define eternity the way we define time. Instead, it

— S nature:
k= EN
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e “Who only has immortality” — 1 Timothy 6:16
e "After the power of an endless life” — Hebrews 7:16

These do not describe duration.

They reveal indestructible, self-existent life.

Time Serves a Purpose

If eternity is beyond time, and God is not subject to time, then time must exist for a

reason.
The Gospel of Grace gives that reason:

Time exists as the arena where change takes place.
Time is where:

e creation develops
e understanding grows
e transformation occurs

e |ife unfolds
God does not need time.

Creation does.

The Purpose of Time

e andom. It is not endless. It is not without direction.
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Time has purpose.
Through time:

e what is incomplete is brought toward completion
e what is changing is brought toward stability
e what is in darkness is brought into light

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time is the means by which God brings creation
into alignment with His image.

The Key Distinction

Now the distinction becomes clear:

Eternity is God’s unchanging state of being.
Time is the realm in which change takes place.

God is not moving through time.

Time is moving toward God'’s purpose.

The Transition to the Ages

Because time has purpose, it is not one continuous, undefined flow.

Scripture reveals that time is structured into ages—distinct periods through which
God unfolds His plan.

S N
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* have beginnings
® have purposes

e move toward fulfillment

And through these ages, the life of God is revealed within creation.

The Question That Follows

If eternity is not time, and time exists for a purpose...

What are the ages, and how do they function in God’s plan?

Chapter 3 — The Creation of Time

Time is not eternal.

It did not always exist. It is not an endless backdrop behind God. It is not something

God moves through or depends on.
Time is something God created.
And if time was created, then it must have a purpose.

The Gospel of Grace does not present time as random or accidental. It reveals time

as intentional—designed, structured, and moving toward a fulfillment.

In the Beginning

M= EN ens with a statement that establishes everything:
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* “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” — Genesis 1:1

The phrase “in the beginning” is more than the start of creation. It is the beginning
of time itself.

Before this:

e there was no sequence
* no before and after
* no unfolding process

There was only God.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time begins when God begins to create.

The Ages Were Framed

The New Testament gives us deeper insight into what was created:

e “Through whom also He made the worlds” — Hebrews 1:2

e “The worlds were framed by the word of God” — Hebrews 11:3
The word translated "worlds” speaks of ages—ordered periods of time.

God did not just create matter.

He created time in structured form.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time is not chaotic—it is divided into purposeful

ages, each carrying part of God's plan.

S N
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Time Is Structured, Not Random

Because God created the ages, time is not:

e aimless
e circular without purpose

e endless without direction
Time is ordered.
Each age:

e has a beginning
e has a purpose

e moves toward fulfillment
This is why Scripture consistently speaks in terms of:

® seasons
e appointed times

e fulfillment

The Gospel of Grace shows us that time is a designed progression, not a random

flow.

Time Exists for Revelation

If God is unchanging and complete, then He is not using time to develop Himself.

He is using time to reveal Himself.

S N

T 1> wiici €:
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e the unseen becomes seen
¢ the hidden becomes known
e the eternal is expressed

The Gospel of Grace reveals that God did not create time to become something
new.

He created time to make known what He already is.

Time Exists for Transformation

Time is not just for revelation—it is for transformation.
Creation did not begin in fullness. It began in:

e limitation
® incompleteness

e darkness
Time is the realm where:

e darkness gives way to light
e weakness gives way to strength

e incompleteness moves toward fullness
Time is the arena where change takes place.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that what is subject to change is being brought into
alignment with what does not change.

S N
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The Direction of Time

Time is not moving aimlessly.
It is moving toward a goal.
Scripture reveals that the ages are heading toward:

e fulfillment

e completion

* unity

e “That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in
one all things in Christ” — Ephesians 1:9-10

Time is moving toward fullness.
The ages are moving toward unity.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time is not endless—it is purpose-driven.

Time Will Fulfill Its Purpose

Because time was created with purpose, it will not continue indefinitely in its current
form.

Scripture reveals that the ages reach a point of completion:
e “Now once in the end of the ages has He appeared” — Hebrews 9:26

The ages have an end.

Time has a fulfillment point.

S N

e wwaper Of Grace shows us that time is not the final state.
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It is a means to an end.

The Key Understanding

At this point, the foundation becomes clear:

God is eternal and unchanging.

Time is created and changing.

God does not need time.

Creation does.
Time exists because:

e creation must be transformed
¢ |ife must be revealed
e fullness must be reached

The Transition to the Ages

If time was created in structured form, then we must understand those structures.
What are the ages?

How do they function?

Why does Scripture speak so much about them?

of Grace now leads us into the next step:

S N
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Understanding the meaning and purpose of AION—the ages themselves.

Chapter 4 — AION: The Ages of God’s Plan

Time is not a single, unbroken line without structure.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time is divided, ordered, and arranged by God into

what Scripture calls ages.
The word used is AION.

This word does not simply mean “time” in general. It speaks of a defined period, an
age with a beginning, a purpose, and an end.

If time is the arena of transformation, then the ages are the stages of that

transformation.

The Ages Are Hidden, Then Revealed

Scripture shows that the plan of the ages was not always openly understood.

e "The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now
is made manifest” — Colossians 1:26

e "We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery... which God ordained before the
ages” — 1 Corinthians 2.7

The ages were part of God'’s plan from the beginning.
But their purpose was progressively revealed.

The Gosnel of Grace shows us that God did not reveal everything at once.
312 en
11N
He unfolds His purpose through the ages.
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The Ages Are Progressive

The ages are not random cycles repeating endlessly.
They are progressive.
Each age:

e builds upon the previous
e carries forward the purpose

e moves closer to fulfillment
This is why Scripture speaks of:

e former times

e present times

® ages to come

e “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace” —
Ephesians 2:7

The plan is unfolding forward, not looping endlessly.

The Gospel of Grace reveals a directional movement—from beginning to fullness.

The Ages Have Purpose

God did not create ages for the sake of time passing.

S En

" carries purpose.
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Within the ages:

e truth is revealed
e life is manifested
e understanding increases

e creation is transformed

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the ages are not empty containers.

They are filled with God'’s intention.

The Ages Govern the Process

Because the ages are structured, they govern how God’s plan unfolds.
This explains:

e why things happen in order
e why not everything is revealed at once

e why there is progression instead of instant completion
The Gospel of Grace reveals that God works in order, not chaos.
e “Every man in his own order” — 1 Corinthians 15:23

The ages are the framework of that order.

The Ages Move Toward Fullness
« EN

>~
“ls portant truth about the ages is this:
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They are moving toward a fulfillment.

They are not endless. They are not without direction.

e “In the dispensation of the fullness of times..."” — Ephesians 1:9-10

There is a fullness of times.

That means:

e the ages reach completion
e the process reaches its goal
e the purpose is fulfilled

The Gospel of Grace reveals that the ages are designed to bring all things into unity
in Christ.

The Ages Will End

Because the ages have purpose, they also have an end.
e “Now once in the end of the ages has He appeared” — Hebrews 9:26

The ages do not continue forever.
They reach a point of completion.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the ages are not the final state.

They are a means to an end.

https://thefinishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-aionios-life/
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The Key Understanding

At this point, the structure becomes clear:

Time is the arena of change.
The ages are the stages of that change.

Through the ages:

e God reveals Himself
e creation is transformed

e life unfolds progressively

The Gospel of Grace reveals that everything happening in time is happening within

this framework.

The Transition to AIONIOS

If AION defines the ages...

Then what does it mean when Scripture speaks of AIONIOS life?
Is it the same as eternal life?

Or is it something different?

The Gospel of Grace now leads us into the next step:

Understanding AIONIOS — the life of the ages.
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Chapter 5 — AIONIOS: The Life of the Ages
Defined

If AION defines the ages...
Then AIONIOS defines what belongs to those ages.

The Gospel of Grace now brings us to one of the most important words in all of

Scripture:
AIONIOS

This word has often been translated “eternal,” but as we have seen, eternity in its

pure form is not time at all.
So what does AIONIOS actually describe?

It describes life as it is expressed within the ages.

The Meaning of AIONIOS

AIONIOS comes from AION.

AION = age
AIONIOS = of the age, pertaining to the ages

This is not a denial of God'’s eternal nature.

It is a clarification of how His life is revealed.
N L
== EN
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The Gospel of Grace shows us that when Scripture speaks of zoé aionios—Ilife of the
ages—it is not defining God’s life in its pure, unchanging form.

It is describing that life as it is experienced within time.

AIONIOS Life Is Life in Motion

When Scripture speaks of AIONIOS life, it consistently describes something active:

e knowing
® receiving
e growing
® being transformed

e “This is life aionios, that they might know You” — John 17:3
Knowing God is not static.

It unfolds.
It deepens.
It progresses.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that AIONIOS life is not a fixed state.

It is life in motion.

AIONIOS Life Is Experienced Now

AIONIOS life is not only future.

EIE EN ng that begins in the present:
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e “He that hears My word... has life aionios” — John 5:24
e "The gift of God is life aionios” — Romans 6:23

The Gospel of Grace shows us that this life is:

® received
e entered into

e experienced

But not yet fully completed.

AIONIOS Life Involves Change

Unlike God's eternal being, AIONIOS life involves transformation.
e “We all... are changed into the same image from glory to glory” — 2 Corinthians
3:18
e "He who began a good work in you will perform it” — Philippians 1:6
Change proves we are not yet in the final state.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that AIONIOS life is the process by which:

e what is incomplete becomes complete
e what is changing moves toward stability

e what is being formed moves toward fullness

AIONIOS Life Belongs to the Ages

N LS
aln EN INIOS is tied to AION, this life is connected to the structure of time.
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It unfolds through the ages.

As the ages progress:

e understanding increases
e life is revealed

¢ transformation continues

The Gospel of Grace shows us that AIONIOS life is not separate from the ages.

It is the life of God working within them.

AIONIOS Is Not the Final State

This must be clearly understood:
AIONIOS life is not the same as eternal life in its pure form.
AIONIOS life:

* involves process
e involves change

e unfolds in time
But eternal life:

e does not change
e does not unfold

e is already complete

e EN of Grace reveals that AIONIOS life is not the destination.
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It is the pathway.

The Purpose of AIONIOS Life

AIONIQOS life exists for a purpose:
to bring creation into the life of God.
Through this life:

e we come to know Him
e we are transformed into His image

e we are brought into alignment with His nature

The Gospel of Grace shows us that AIONIOS life is how:
what God is eternally

becomes what we are progressively.

The Key Distinction

Now the distinction becomes clear:

Eternal life is God’s unchanging being.
AIONIOS life is that same life revealed through the ages.

They are not the same.

But they are not separate.
) L
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One is the source.

One is the process.

The Transition

If AIONIOS life is the life of the ages...
Then we must now clearly define the difference between:

e God's life as He is

e and God's life as it is experienced within us

The Gospel of Grace now brings us to the central distinction of this entire book.

Chapter 6 — Eternal Life vs AIONIOS Life (The
Distinction)

Everything in this book now comes to a single, defining point:
Eternal life and AIONIOS life are not the same.

They are connected. They flow from the same source. But they must be

distinguished if the Gospel of Grace is to be understood clearly.
If we confuse them, we confuse:

e God’'s nature
® our experience
e and the purpose of the ages

S N

we saoe NOW state the distinction plainly.
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Eternal Life — God’s Unchanging Being

Eternal life, in its pure form, is the life of God as He is in Himself.
It is:

e unchanging

e complete

e beyond time

* beyond process

e beyond development

e "As the Father has life in Himself” — John 5:26
e “| am the LORD, | change not” — Malachi 3:6

God does not grow into life.
God does not develop life.
God does not move from one state to another.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that God simply is life.

AIONIOS Life — Life Revealed in Time

AIONIQS life is that same life of God, but revealed within creation through the ages.
It is:

® progressive
e unfolding

¢ transformative

Elé EN ced

* 1nis s life aionios, that they might know You” — John 17:3
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e “We are changed... from glory to glory” — 2 Corinthians 3:18

AIONIQOS life involves knowing, growing, and being transformed.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that this is not God changing.

This is creation being changed.

One Life — Two Realities

We are not dealing with two different lives.
There is only one life—the life of God.
But it is seen in two ways:

In God — eternal, complete, unchanging

In creation — revealed, unfolding, transforming
The Gospel of Grace reveals that what we are experiencing is not a different life.

It is the same life in a different context.

The Source and the Process

The distinction can be stated simply:

Eternal life is the source.

= life is the process.
== EN
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Eternal life:

* needs no change
e s already full

AIONIOS life:

e brings us into that fullness
e unfolds through the ages

The Gospel of Grace shows that the process exists because we are not yet fully
aligned with the source.

Why the Distinction Matters

If we do not distinguish between these two, confusion follows.
We begin to:

e think God is developing
e assume eternity involves change

e misunderstand the purpose of time
But the Gospel of Grace corrects this:

God is not in process.
We are.

N= gy Evidence of Process
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The fact that we are still changing proves that we are not yet in the final state.

e "He who began a good work in you will perform it” — Philippians 1:6
e “We all... are changed into the same image” — 2 Corinthians 3:18

Change belongs to the ages.
Change belongs to AIONIOS life.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that this process continues until completion.

The Goal of AIONIOS Life

AIONIQOS life is not endless process.
It has a goal.
That goal is:

e fullness
e completion

e alignment with God’s nature

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the purpose of the ages is to bring creation into
the life of God.

When the Process Ends

There comes a point where:
) L
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<l is no longer needed
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e growth is complete
e transformation is finished
e "When He shall appear, we shall be like Him"” — 1 John 3:2

At that point, the process has fulfilled its purpose.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that AIONIOS life does not continue as process forever.

It leads into completion.

The Final Clarity

The distinction must remain clear:

Eternal life is what God is.
AIONIOS life is how we are brought into what God is.

They are not synonymous.

But they are inseparably connected.

The Transition

Now that the distinction is established, we must understand how this life is
experienced.

If AIONIOS life involves knowing, growth, and transformation...

p— 2s it mean to know God in this unfolding way?
k= EN
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The Gospel of Grace now leads us forward into the experience of this life in motion.

Chapter 7 — Knowing God: Life in Motion

If AIONIOS life is the life of God revealed within time...
Then it must be understood as something experienced, not merely defined.
The Gospel of Grace now brings us into the living reality of this life:

knowing God.

This Is Life AIONIOS

Jesus gives us one of the clearest statements concerning this life:

e “This is life aionios, that they might know You, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ whom You have sent” — John 17:3
This is not a definition of eternity in its final, unchanging form.
It is a description of how the life of God is experienced within the ages.
The Gospel of Grace reveals that knowing God is not a static condition.

It is a living, unfolding reality.

'S | 1y __ _
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To "know” God is not simply to have information.

wing Is Not Static

https://thefinishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-aionios-life/

38/70



5/4/26, 6:33 PM The Gospel Of Grace — AIONIOS: The Life Of The Ages Revealed
It is:

e relational
e experiential

® progressive

Knowing God:

e deepens over time
e unfolds through revelation

* increases through experience

This alone proves we are not yet in the final state.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that if knowing is increasing, then we are still in
process.

Life That Grows

AIONIOS life is not stagnant.
It grows.
e “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD” — Hosea 6:3
Knowing God is something we follow on into.
It does not happen all at once.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that life in the ages unfolds step by step, measure by

S N
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Transformation Through Knowing

As we know God, we are changed.

e “We all... are changed into the same image from glory to glory” — 2 Corinthians
3:18

Knowing leads to transformation.
This is not God changing.
This is us being changed into His image.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that AIONIOS life is not only about knowing God—it
is about becoming aligned with Him.

The Increase of Life

This life increases within us.
e “That you might be filled with all the fullness of God” — Ephesians 3:19

Filled implies increase.

Fullness implies completion.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that what begins in measure moves toward fullness.

Knowing Moves Toward Completion

] LA
S en .
<l d is not endless searching.
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It is movement toward completion.

e "Then shall | know even as also | am known” — 1 Corinthians 13:12

This shows:

e present limitation
e future fullness

The Gospel of Grace reveals that the process of knowing has an end.

It reaches completeness.

Life in Motion Belongs to the Ages

Everything we see here:

e knowing
* growing
e changing

® increasing
belongs to the ages.
This is AIONIOS life.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that this movement exists because we are still within

time.

S N

=» 1ne Purpose of Knowing
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Why does God reveal Himself in this way?

Why not instant fullness?

Because:

e creation begins incomplete
e understanding begins limited

e life begins in measure

The Gospel of Grace reveals that knowing is the pathway by which:
we are brought into alignment with God.

The Goal of Knowing

Knowing is not the end itself.
It leads to something greater.
It leads to:

¢ transformation
e fullness

e completion

The Gospel of Grace shows us that knowing God is the means by which we are
brought into His life fully.

= ey Key Understanding
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Now the pattern is clear:

Eternal life is unchanging.
AIONIOS life is unfolding.

Knowing God is the experience of that unfolding.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that this process continues until what is unfolding
becomes complete.

The Transition

If knowing God unfolds progressively...
Then there must be an order to how this unfolds.
Why does Scripture speak of:

e firstfruits
e stages

e order
The Gospel of Grace now leads us into the structure behind this process:

the order of manifestation.

Chapter 8 — Every Man in His Own Order

If AIONIOS life unfolds through knowing, growth, and transformation...

Thown i+ A~~~ not unfold randomly.

S N
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The Gospel of Grace reveals that everything in God's plan moves according to
order.

Not chaos.
Not confusion.
Not all at once.

The Principle of Order

Scripture gives us a foundational statement:
e “Every man in his own order” — 1 Corinthians 15:23
This is not a small detail.
This is the structure of how God works.
The Gospel of Grace shows us that:

¢ life unfolds in sequence
e transformation happens in stages
e fullness is reached progressively

Order Explains the Ages

The existence of the ages proves that God works through order.

Each age:

) L

<l yurpose
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e carries its measure of revelation

* moves the plan forward

Not everything is revealed at once.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that what seems delayed is actually ordered.

Firstfruits, Then the Fullness

Scripture consistently shows a pattern:

firstfruits

then the harvest
e “Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's” — 1 Corinthians 15:23

The first reveals what is coming.
The rest follows in order.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that God does not begin with the many.

He begins with the first.

Calling According to Purpose

This order is not random.

e “Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate... whom He predestinated,

2 also called...” — Romans 8:29-30
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There is sequence:

e foreknown

predestined

called

justified

glorified

The Gospel of Grace reveals that this is not just individual—it is patterned order.

Growth in Measure

Everything in the ages unfolds in measure.

e “Till we all come... unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ” — Ephesians 4:13

Measure implies progression.

Fullness implies completion.
The Gospel of Grace shows that no one begins in fullness.

Fullness is reached through order.

Order Requires Time

Without time, there would be no order.

VAt e ]
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er, there would be no process.
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Everything would be instant.

But the Gospel of Grace reveals that:

e time allows progression
* ages provide structure

e order governs movement

Why Order Matters

If we ignore order, we misunderstand:

e why things take time
e why growth is progressive

e why fullness is not immediate

The Gospel of Grace shows that what appears as delay is actually divine

sequencing.

The Movement Toward Completion

Order is not endless.
It moves toward completion.
Each stage:

¢ builds on the last

e

- orward the purpose
) L
ale EN oward fullness
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The Gospel of Grace reveals that the order of God leads to a final state where
process is no longer needed.

The Key Understanding
Now the pattern is clear:
AIONIOS life unfolds

Knowing God increases

Order governs the process

The Gospel of Grace reveals that everything happening in the ages is happening
according to divine order.

The Transition

If life unfolds through order...

Then we must understand another critical part of the process:
judgment.

Because within the ages:

e things are corrected
e things are refined
e things are brought into alignment

T, _ ~_ ___ _1

of Grace now leads us into understanding how judgment functions

EIE EN jes.
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Chapter 9 — Judgment in the Ages
(Correction and Formation)

If the ages unfold in order, and life is revealed progressively...

Then there must be a means by which what is out of alignment is brought into

alignment.
The Gospel of Grace reveals that this means is called:

judgment.

Judgment Within the Ages

Judgment is often misunderstood as final destruction or endless punishment.
But within the framework of the ages, judgment functions differently.

It operates within time.
It operates within process.
It operates within God’s purpose.

e “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” — 2 Corinthians 5:10
This is not outside the ages.

It is part of the unfolding within them.

2= EN  yment Is Corrective
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The Gospel of Grace reveals that judgment is not random—it is purposeful.

e “"Whom the Lord loves He chastens” — Hebrews 12:6
e "He does not afflict willingly” — Lamentations 3:31-33

Judgment is connected to love.
Judgment is connected to correction.

It exists to:
e refine

e discipline

* bring into alignment

Judgment Brings Alignment

Everything within the ages is moving toward alignment with God’s nature.
Judgment is the process by which:

e error is exposed
e disorder is corrected
e what is crooked is made straight

The Gospel of Grace shows us that judgment is not the end of the process.

It is part of the process.

N= ey Jment Reveals What Is True
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Within the ages, judgment exposes what is real and what is not.

e "“The books were opened... and the dead were judged according to their works”
— Revelation 20:12-13

Nothing remains hidden.
Everything is brought into the light.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that judgment is not arbitrary.

It reveals truth.

Judgment and Transformation

Judgment is not separate from transformation.
It is one of the means by which transformation occurs.
Through judgment:

e what is false is removed
e what is true remains

e what is weak is strengthened
The Gospel of Grace shows that judgment serves the same purpose as the ages:

to bring creation into alignment with God.

Sl EN jyment Is Not the Final State
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This must be clearly understood:

Judgment belongs to the ages.

It is:

e part of the process
e part of transformation
e part of correction

But it is not the final state.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that when the process is complete, judgment is no

longer needed.

The Direction of Judgment

Judgment is not endless.
It moves toward a goal.
That goal is:

e correction completed
e alignment achieved

 transformation fulfilled
The Gospel of Grace shows us that judgment serves the same direction as time:

toward completion.

S N
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The Key Understanding

Now we see clearly:

The ages provide the framework
Order governs the unfolding

Judgment corrects and aligns
Together, they serve one purpose:

bringing creation into the image of God.

The Transition

If judgment functions within the ages...

Then what happens when the ages reach their end?

What happens when:

e transformation is complete
e correction is finished

e alignment is fully achieved
The Gospel of Grace now leads us to the final transition:

from AIONIOS process into eternal fullness.

Chapter 10 — From AIONIOS to Eternal (The
== EN  on Complete)
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The ages were never meant to be endless.

They were designed with purpose, governed by order, and directed toward a
completion. The Gospel of Grace reveals that everything unfolding through

AIONIQOS life is moving toward a single transition:

from process into fullness.

The End of the Ages

Scripture speaks of a moment when the ages reach their intended goal:
e “Now once in the end of the ages has He appeared” — Hebrews 9:26
This is not the destruction of time itself, but the completion of its purpose.

The ages do not fail.
The ages fulfill.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the end of the ages is not loss—it is completion.

The Fullness of Times

As the ages run their course, they move toward a fullness:
e “In the dispensation of the fullness of times..."” — Ephesians 1:9-10

This fullness is the moment where:

S N

s been unfolding reaches completion
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e what has been revealed in part becomes whole
e what has been separated is gathered into one

All things are brought together in Christ.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that time is moving toward unity.

The End of Change

AIONIQOS life involves:

growth

knowing

transformation

e change
But when the purpose of the ages is fulfilled:
change is no longer needed.
e “"When He shall appear, we shall be like Him"” — 1 John 3:2
At that point:

e what was becoming is now complete
e what was changing is now stable

e what was in process is now finished

The Gospel of Grace shows us that the goal of the ages is not endless process.

N L .
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From Knowing to Fullness

In the ages, we know in part.
But the process does not remain partial forever.

e “Now | know in part; but then shall | know even as also | am known"” — 1
Corinthians 13:12

Partial knowledge gives way to fullness.
Process gives way to completion.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that knowing God reaches its fullness when the process

of the ages is complete.

The End of Process

Everything that belongs to the ages:

e growth

e order

e correction

e transformation

reaches its end.
Not because it fails...
but because it has accomplished its purpose.

> < fG h that AIONIOS life d t conti
EE EN of Grace shows us tha ife does not continue as process
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It leads into a state where process is no longer necessary.

The Transition Complete

This is the great transition:
AIONIOS life — eternal fullness

e What was revealed in time becomes established beyond time
e What was formed through change becomes unchanging

e What was experienced in part becomes complete
The Gospel of Grace reveals that this is not a new life being introduced.

It is the same life—now fully realized.

The Key Understanding

Now the distinction reaches its conclusion:

Eternal life is unchanging.
AIONIOS life was the process that led into it.

The process was necessary...

but it is not permanent.

als Final Movement
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Everything now moves toward the final expression of God'’s purpose:

® unity
e reconciliation

e fullness

The Gospel of Grace shows that when the process is complete, only what is eternal

remains.

The Transition to the Final Chapter

If the ages have fulfilled their purpose...
If the process has completed its work...
Then only one question remains:
What is the final state when everything is complete?
The Gospel of Grace now brings us to the final revelation:

God all in all.

Chapter 11 — God All in All (The End of the
Ages)

The ages have run their course.

Time has fulfilled its purpose.

SN L2 ympleted its work.
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Judgment has accomplished alignment.
Transformation has reached its fullness.

What began in process now stands complete.

The Gospel of Grace now brings us to the final revelation:

God all in all.

The End That Was Always the Goal

From the beginning, everything was moving toward this:
e “Then comes the end... that God may be all in all” — 1 Corinthians 15:24-28
This is not an afterthought.
This is the purpose.
The Gospel of Grace reveals that the ages were never the destination.

They were the pathway.

All Things Gathered in One

As the ages reach their fullness, what was scattered is gathered:

e In the fullness of times, all things are brought together in Christ — Ephesians

S N
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What was:

e divided becomes one
e separated becomes united

e partial becomes complete

The Gospel of Grace shows that nothing remains outside of this gathering.

All things find their place in Him.

Reconciliation of All Things

The movement of the ages leads to reconciliation:

e Through Him, all things are reconciled unto Himself, whether in heaven or in
earth — Colossians 1:19-20

This is not partial.
This is complete.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that reconciliation is not limited—it is universal in
scope and complete in effect.

The End of Division

All division is removed.

“are made one
SIZ EN
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1y are brought into unity
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e The separated are joined together

The Gospel of Grace shows that what began in fragmentation ends in perfect
unity.

The End of Change

Change belongs to time.

Process belongs to the ages.

But when the purpose of time is fulfilled:
change is no longer needed.

e What was becoming is now complete
e What was forming is now established

e What was in motion is now at rest
The Gospel of Grace reveals that the final state is not movement.

It is completion.

The End of Process

Everything that belonged to AIONIOS life:

e growth
] LA
¥Een
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¢ transformation

has fulfilled its purpose.

The Gospel of Grace shows us that process is not eternal.

It leads into what is eternal.

God All in All

Now the final reality stands:

God fills everything.
God is everything.
God is all in all.

Nothing remains outside of Him.
Nothing remains unfinished.
Nothing remains in process.

The Gospel of Grace reveals that what God is in Himself is now fully expressed in all.

The Fullness of Life

What began as:

e

~ mation
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e unfolding

IS Now:

e fullness

e completion

e unchanging life

e “Behold, | make all things new” — Revelation 21:3-5

The Gospel of Grace shows that this is not the beginning of something new.

It is the completion of what has always been purposed.

The Final Understanding

Now everything is clear:

Eternal life is God's unchanging being.
AIONIQOS life was the process through the ages.
Time served its purpose.

The ages fulfilled their role.

And now:

only what is eternal remains.

The Closing Declaration

- < - " of Grace reveals the full journey:

S N
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e From God as He is
e Through time and the ages
e Through revelation and transformation

e Into fullness and completion

Until God becomes all in all.

Final Line

What God has always been...
is now what all things have become.

LJ Scripture References (Full Book)

Chapter 1 — What Is Eternal Life?

e Exodus 3:14
e John 8:58

e Malachi 3:6
e James 1:17

e John 5:26

e John 17:3

Chapter 2 — Eternity Is Not Time

e Genesis 1:1
e Hebrews 1:2
e Hebrews 11:3
> éN. “0:2
s 3:8

e 1 Timothy 6:16
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e Hebrews 7:16

Chapter 3 — The Creation of Time

e Genesis 1:1

e Hebrews 1:2

e Hebrews 11:3

e Ephesians 1:9-10
e Hebrews 9:26

Chapter 4 — AION: The Ages of God’s Plan

e Colossians 1:26

e 1 Corinthians 2:7

e Ephesians 2:7

e 1 Corinthians 15:23
e Ephesians 1:9-10
e Hebrews 9:26

Chapter 5 — AIONIOS: The Life of the Ages

e John 17:3

e John 5:24

e Romans 6:23

e 2 Corinthians 3:18
e Philippians 1:6
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"y cnapter 6 — Eternal Life vs AIONIOS Life
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John 5:26

Malachi 3:6

John 17:3

2 Corinthians 3:18
Philippians 1:6

1 John 3:2

Chapter 7 — Knowing God: Life in Motion

John 17:3

Hosea 6:3

2 Corinthians 3:18
Ephesians 3:19

1 Corinthians 13:12

Chapter 8 — Every Man in His Own Order

1 Corinthians 15:23
Romans 8:29-30
Ephesians 4:13

Chapter 9 — Judgment in the Ages

2 Corinthians 5:10
Hebrews 12:6
Lamentations 3:31-33
Revelation 20:12-13

i EN

https://thefinishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-aionios-life/ 66/70



5/4/26, 6:33 PM The Gospel Of Grace — AIONIOS: The Life Of The Ages Revealed

Chapter 10 — From AIONIOS to Eternal

e Hebrews 9:26

e Ephesians 1:9-10
e 1John 3:2

e 1 Corinthians 13:12

Chapter 11 — God All in All

e 1 Corinthians 15:24-28
e Ephesians 1:9-10

e Colossians 1:19-20

e Revelation 21:3-5
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The Gospel of Grace Series

1. The Gospel of Grace — The Finished Work Proclaimed

2. The Gospel of Grace — Take a Dead Stick and Put It in the Presence of God

3. THE GOSPEL OF GRACE — NOT A GOD TRYING TO TAKE CONTROL, BUT A
CHRIST WHO ALREADY HAS IT

4. THE GOSPEL OF GRACE — WHO HAS POWER OVER HEAVEN AND EARTH

5. Join Our Facebook Page and Group
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