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Author
Carl Timothy Wray is the founder of The Finished Work of Christ and the author of
hundreds of books and teachings centered upon the Gospel of Grace, the Finished
Work of Christ, the Book of Revelation, reconciliation, sonship, and the Kingdom of
God. Through a Genesis-to-Revelation approach, Carl writes to unveil Christ as the
center of all Scripture and to reveal the life of God within His people. His mission is
to call believers beyond religious systems, external performance, and spiritual fear
into the living reality of Christ formed within.

What is the Antichrist? Is Antichrist a future world ruler, a political figure, or does
Scripture reveal something deeper? In Antichrist — Christ Alone vs Every Substitute,
Carl Timothy Wray explores the biblical meaning of Antichrist from Genesis to
Revelation, unveiling the spirit of substitution that replaces the living reality of Christ
with forms, systems, traditions, and external religion. Discover the meaning of
Antichrist, the spirit of Antichrist, many antichrists, Christ within, Babylon, and the
sufficiency of the indwelling life of Christ through this full-counsel study of
Scripture.
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Introduction
Throughout generations, countless books have been written concerning Antichrist.
Entire ministries have been built around fear, speculation, dates, predictions, world
leaders, governments, and mysterious future events. Names have changed through
the decades, but the pattern has remained the same. Men have pointed to kings,
dictators, political systems, economic powers, technologies, and world movements
while asking one question:

Who is the Antichrist?

But what if the question itself has often been approached from the wrong direction?
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What if Antichrist is not first understood by looking outward, but by understanding a
mystery hidden within Scripture itself?

The apostle John wrote something remarkable:

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists…”

Not one.

Many.

And he wrote those words nearly two thousand years ago.

This raises profound questions.

If there were already many antichrists in John’s day, then perhaps the mystery
reaches beyond one future individual. Perhaps there is a principle, a spirit, a pattern
that has been operating throughout generations.

The word itself contains a revelation.

Anti.

Christ.

Not merely against Christ.

But instead of Christ.

Anything that replaces Christ.

Anything that substitutes itself for His life.
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Anything that becomes a replacement for His indwelling reality.

Anything that causes man to lean upon form rather than life, ritual rather than
relationship, flesh rather than Spirit, systems rather than Christ Himself.

This book is not written to create fear.

It is written to unveil reality.

Because God’s purpose has never been fear.

God’s purpose has always been revelation.

From Genesis to Revelation we will follow the thread of substitution and uncover
how Christ alone remains God’s eternal answer.

The purpose of this book is not simply to expose Antichrist.

The purpose of this book is to reveal Christ.

Because light does not struggle with darkness.

Light simply appears.

And when Christ appears, every substitute begins to lose its power.

Table of Contents
Chapter 1 — The Great Mystery: Who Is Antichrist?
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CHAPTER 1 — THE GREAT MYSTERY: WHO
IS ANTICHRIST?

THE QUESTION THAT HAS ECHOED THROUGH
GENERATIONS
For generations there has perhaps been no subject in Christianity that has
generated more fear, confusion, and speculation than the subject of Antichrist.

Countless books have been written.

Countless sermons have been preached.

Entire ministries have built systems around one question:  EN
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Who is Antichrist?

Men have searched world events, governments, political systems, technologies, wars,
and economic structures trying to identify some mysterious future figure.

One generation pointed toward kings.

Another pointed toward dictators.

Others pointed toward governments, world powers, and modern technologies.

Yet the pattern has remained the same.

Names changed.

Predictions failed.

Fear simply moved to another target.

But Scripture never changes.

And perhaps confusion exists because many have begun with the wrong question.

Before asking who Antichrist is, perhaps we should ask:

What did Scripture actually say?

JOHN GIVES US THE FIRST KEY
The apostle John wrote words that immediately challenge many assumptions:
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“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists…”
(1 John 2:18)

Notice something remarkable.

John did not say:

“There will someday be many antichrists.”

He did not tell believers to wait thousands of years.

He did not say:

“Look for one distant future ruler.”

He said:

“Even now…”

Even now.

At the very time he was writing.

Nearly two thousand years ago John declared that many antichrists were already
present.

Immediately this changes the entire conversation.

Because if many antichrists already existed in John’s day, perhaps we are not first
dealing with one future personality.

Perhaps we are dealing with something deeper.
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Perhaps we are dealing with a spirit.

Perhaps we are dealing with a principle.

Perhaps we are dealing with a pattern that has moved throughout generations.

THE NATURAL MIND LOOKS OUTWARD
Human nature continually wants something visible.

The natural mind wants a face.

It wants a name.

It wants a person somewhere far away.

Because if the problem always exists somewhere else, man never has to examine
himself.

But Jesus continually directed men inward.

He said:

“The kingdom of God is within you.”
(Luke 17:21)

James said:

“From whence come wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of your
lusts…”
(James 4:1)  EN
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Paul wrote:

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God…”
(2 Corinthians 10:5)

Again and again Scripture moves from outward appearance toward inward reality.

Because every outward manifestation begins from something hidden within.

JOHN GIVES US THE SECOND KEY
John continues and reveals another powerful truth:

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist…”
(1 John 2:22)

Notice carefully where John begins.

He does not begin with governments.

He does not begin with economics.

He does not begin with military powers.

He begins with Christ.

Because Antichrist cannot be understood apart from Christ.

Darkness cannot exist apart from light.

Counterfeits cannot exist apart from originals.
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5/23/26, 8:28 AM Antichrist — Christ Alone Vs Every Substitute

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/antichrist/?w pnceasyw p_action=clear_all&_w pnonce=f7b62b0343 10/89



The false merely imitates the true.

Antichrist therefore is not first a question about a world ruler.

Antichrist concerns something attempting to occupy a place that belongs to Christ
alone.

Something attempting to substitute itself.

Something attempting to replace reality.

Something attempting to stand where Christ alone should stand.

THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST
John reveals yet another layer of understanding:

“Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and
this is that spirit of antichrist…”
(1 John 4:3)

Notice what John says.

He says:

“Spirit of antichrist.”

Not merely a person.

A spirit.

A pattern.
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A way of thinking.

A nature that attempts to remove Christ from His rightful place.

If there is a Spirit of Christ that reveals truth, life, righteousness, and union with God,
then there is also a spirit of antichrist that attempts to replace reality with
substitutes.

CHRIST REMAINS THE CENTER
The purpose of this book is not fear.

The purpose is not sensationalism.

The purpose is not endless speculation.

The purpose is revelation.

Because Scripture never places Antichrist at the center.

Christ remains the center.

Always.

From Genesis to Revelation the story is not darkness overcoming light.

The story is Christ appearing.

Light does not struggle with darkness.

Light simply appears.  EN
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Truth does not wrestle endlessly with deception.

Truth simply appears.

Christ does not fear substitutes.

Christ reveals reality.

And when Christ becomes reality, substitutes begin losing their power.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If Antichrist is more than a future personality…

If Antichrist involves substitution…

If Antichrist attempts to occupy a place belonging to Christ alone…

Then the next question becomes unavoidable:

What does Antichrist actually mean? 

CHAPTER 2 — ANTICHRIST MEANING:
THE MYSTERY OF “INSTEAD OF”

A WORD CAN UNLOCK AN ENTIRE MYSTERY
Sometimes the greatest revelations in Scripture are hidden inside the simplest
things.  EN
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Entire systems of belief have been built around Antichrist.

Fear has been created.

Predictions have been made.

Speculation has spread throughout generations.

Yet much confusion begins to disappear when we simply slow down and examine
the word itself.

The word Antichrist comes from two Greek words:

Anti and Christos.

Many believers have only been taught one definition of the word anti.

They have been taught that anti simply means:

“against.”

Certainly this is part of the meaning.

But it is not the whole meaning.

The word anti also carries the meaning:

“instead of.”

“in place of.”

“a substitute for.”  EN

5/23/26, 8:28 AM Antichrist — Christ Alone Vs Every Substitute

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/antichrist/?w pnceasyw p_action=clear_all&_w pnonce=f7b62b0343 14/89



Suddenly the mystery begins opening.

Because something can oppose Christ by openly attacking Him.

But something can also oppose Christ by attempting to replace Him.

Sometimes substitution becomes more dangerous than direct opposition.

SATAN HAS ALWAYS PREFERRED COUNTERFEITS
Throughout Scripture Satan rarely appears by creating something completely
different.

Instead he continually imitates, copies, and substitutes.

Paul warned:

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”
(2 Corinthians 11:14)

Notice carefully.

He did not say Satan appears as darkness.

He appears as light.

Counterfeit light.

Imitation light.

Substituted light.  EN
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Because darkness presented as darkness is easily recognized.

But darkness presented as light becomes deception.

Counterfeits are dangerous because they resemble reality.

A counterfeit bill appears real.

A counterfeit diamond appears real.

A counterfeit gospel appears real.

A counterfeit Christ appears real.

The purpose of a counterfeit is never to appear false.

Its purpose is to appear close enough to truth that people accept it.

THE FIRST SUBSTITUTE APPEARED IN EDEN
The mystery of substitution did not begin in Revelation.

It began in Genesis.

God spoke clearly to Adam:

“Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat…”
(Genesis 2:16–17)

Then the serpent arrived.  EN
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Notice what happened.

The serpent did not openly deny God.

He did not introduce another god.

He introduced a substitute.

“Yea, hath God said…?”
(Genesis 3:1)

A different voice.

A different understanding.

A substituted word.

A substituted source.

Instead of life flowing from God, man was offered another source.

Instead of dependence upon God, man was offered independence.

Instead of relationship, man received knowledge separated from life.

Substitution entered creation.

And humanity has struggled with that same mystery ever since.

  EN
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ANTICHRIST IS ANYTHING THAT OCCUPIES
CHRIST’S PLACE
John wrote:

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist…”
(1 John 2:22)

Many people read this and immediately imagine a future political ruler.

But let us look deeper.

What if Antichrist involves anything attempting to occupy the place belonging to
Christ?

Anything we trust more than Christ.

Anything we lean upon instead of Christ.

Anything we exalt above Christ.

Anything replacing living reality with external dependence.

Because Christ never came merely to improve religion.

Christ came to become life itself.

Paul declared:

“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27)

Notice he did not say:

  EN
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Church attendance in you.

Tradition in you.

Programs in you.

Ceremonies in you.

He said:

“Christ in you.”

Because Christ Himself is God’s answer.

THE BATTLE HAS ALWAYS BEEN CHRIST ALONE
The battle has never truly been between good people and bad people.

The battle has never merely been nations against nations.

The battle has always centered upon one question:

Who occupies the throne?

Christ?

Or substitutes?

Reality?

Or forms?
  EN
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Life?

Or appearances?

Truth?

Or shadows?

The spirit of Antichrist does not merely attack Christ.

It attempts to sit where Christ alone belongs.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If substitution first appeared in Eden…

If Antichrist involves replacing Christ with something else…

Then we must ask another question:

Where did humanity first choose a substitute over life itself? 

CHAPTER 3 — THE FIRST SUBSTITUTE IN
EDEN

THE MYSTERY DID NOT BEGIN IN REVELATION
When many people hear the word Antichrist, their minds immediately travel to the
Book of Revelation.  EN
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They begin searching for beasts.

They begin searching for world systems.

They begin searching for political powers.

But if we are going to understand the mystery correctly, we must begin where God
began.

We must go back to Genesis.

Because Revelation reveals what Genesis first introduced.

The seed always appears before the harvest.

The beginning always contains the pattern of the ending.

If substitution is the mystery of Antichrist, then we must ask:

Where did substitution first enter creation?

The answer takes us directly to Eden.

GOD GAVE MAN LIFE
The Garden of Eden was not originally built around law, fear, ritual, or religious
performance.

It was built around relationship.

God placed Adam within a world overflowing with life.  EN
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Scripture says:

“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom
He had formed.”
(Genesis 2:8)

Everything man needed had already been provided.

Provision already existed.

Life already existed.

Communion already existed.

God did not create Adam as a slave attempting to earn acceptance.

God created Adam as a son walking in fellowship.

God spoke plainly:

“Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.”
(Genesis 2:16)

Notice the language:

“Freely eat.”

Abundance.

Freedom.

Relationship.  EN
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Life flowing naturally.

Adam was not striving.

Adam was not performing.

Adam was not attempting to become something.

Adam was already living in union with God.

THE SERPENT INTRODUCES ANOTHER VOICE
Then another voice entered the garden.

Scripture says:

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field…”
(Genesis 3:1)

Notice carefully how deception begins.

The serpent did not begin with open rebellion.

He did not immediately deny God.

He introduced something much more subtle.

He asked:

“Yea, hath God said…?”
(Genesis 3:1)  EN
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A question.

A slight alteration.

A different perspective.

A substitute voice.

This becomes extremely important.

Because deception rarely begins by presenting itself as complete darkness.

It presents itself as an alternative.

Another understanding.

Another source.

Another path.

Another voice.

Substitution entered through conversation.

MAN CHOSE KNOWLEDGE OVER LIFE
The serpent promised:

“Ye shall be as gods…”
(Genesis 3:5)

  EN
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What a temptation.

What Adam already possessed through relationship was now being offered through
another source.

Instead of receiving life from God:

Take another path.

Instead of trusting God:

Trust another voice.

Instead of relationship:

Take independent knowledge.

Man reached outward for something he already possessed inwardly through
fellowship.

And this became the first great substitution.

Man exchanged life for knowledge separated from life.

Relationship for independence.

Trust for self-awareness.

Reality for appearance.

The first mystery of Antichrist had begun.

  EN
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HUMANITY STILL STRUGGLES WITH THE SAME
TREE
Thousands of years later humanity still battles the same temptation.

The tree changes form.

The serpent changes language.

The methods change appearance.

But the principle remains unchanged.

Man still searches for substitutes.

Instead of Christ:

Rules.

Instead of Christ:

Traditions.

Instead of Christ:

Systems.

Instead of Christ:

Performance.

Instead of Christ:  EN
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Human effort.

Paul later described the result:

“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”
(Romans 8:6)

Death did not simply enter because man ate fruit.

Death entered because man disconnected himself from the source of life.

Substitution always produces separation.

And separation always produces death.

THE BATTLE CONTINUES TODAY
The same battle still exists.

Every day humanity faces two trees.

The tree of life.

And the tree of knowledge separated from life.

The question still echoes:

Which voice will we believe?

Which source will we trust?
  EN
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Which kingdom will we follow?

Will it be Christ?

Or substitutes?

Because every substitute still whispers the same ancient promise:

“You can find life somewhere else.”

Yet Christ stands declaring:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
(John 14:6)

Not a way.

Not one truth among many truths.

Not merely a source of life.

He said:

“I am the life.”

Christ does not simply give life.

Christ is life.

CHAPTER TRANSITION  EN
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If Eden introduced substitution…

If humanity chose another source…

Then another question emerges:

How did substitution grow from one choice in a garden into an entire system
among men?

The answer leads us directly to Babylon. 

CHAPTER 4 — BABYLON: BUILDING
WITHOUT GOD

THE SEED BECOMES A SYSTEM
The mystery that began in Eden did not remain hidden in a garden.

Seeds always grow.

Ideas become systems.

Thoughts become structures.

Choices become cultures.

What began as one act of substitution eventually spread through humanity until
men began building entire systems independent of God.

The serpent had whispered:
  EN
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“Ye shall be as gods…”
(Genesis 3:5)

Now humanity would attempt to prove it.

As men multiplied upon the earth, something began rising within the heart of man.

The desire to build without dependence upon God.

The desire to establish security apart from God.

The desire to create identity apart from God.

The desire to reach heaven by human strength.

And Scripture introduces us to the next stage of the mystery.

Babylon.

LET US BUILD US A CITY
Scripture says:

“And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name…”
(Genesis 11:4)

Notice the repeated words:

“Let us…”

“Let us build…”
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“Let us make…”

“Let us establish…”

Man had shifted his dependence.

No longer:

“What has God said?”

Now:

“What can we create?”

No longer:

“What has God provided?”

Now:

“What can we build?”

No longer:

“Let God be exalted.”

Now:

“Let us make us a name.”

The spirit of substitution had matured.
  EN
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BABYLON WAS BUILT UPON SELF-EXALTATION
Babylon was never merely about bricks and mortar.

Babylon was not simply architecture.

Babylon represented something much deeper.

Babylon became the manifestation of humanity attempting to rise by its own
wisdom, power, strength, and understanding.

The prophet Isaiah later describes this same spirit:

“For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne…”
(Isaiah 14:13)

Notice the language:

“I will…”

“I will…”

“I will…”

Self-exaltation.

Self-dependence.

Self-rule.

This has always been the spirit operating beneath Babylon.

It seeks to rise without God.
  EN
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It seeks glory without surrender.

It seeks power without relationship.

BABYLON IS THE OPPOSITE OF CHRIST
Christ never operated from self-exaltation.

Paul wrote concerning Jesus:

“Who, being in the form of God… made Himself of no reputation…”
(Philippians 2:6–7)

Babylon says:

Exalt yourself.

Christ says:

Humble yourself.

Babylon says:

Build your kingdom.

Christ says:

Seek first the Kingdom of God.

Babylon says:
  EN
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Make a name for yourself.

Christ says:

Lose your life and find it.

Babylon climbs upward through human strength.

Christ descends downward through humility.

Babylon glorifies man.

Christ reveals the Father.

MYSTERY BABYLON APPEARS AGAIN
Many centuries after Babel, Babylon appears again.

This time in Revelation.

John writes:

“Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots…”
(Revelation 17:5)

Notice carefully:

“Mystery Babylon.”

Not merely a city.
  EN
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Not merely a nation.

A mystery.

A spiritual system.

A pattern.

A nature.

The same spirit introduced at Babel continued moving throughout history.

The same desire remained:

Reach heaven through human effort.

Build identity apart from God.

Substitute man’s systems for God’s life.

THE CALL TO COME OUT
Then a voice is heard:

“Come out of her, my people…”
(Revelation 18:4)

Notice that God does not simply call people out of buildings.

He calls people out of systems.
  EN
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Out of confusion.

Out of substitution.

Out of dependence upon human structures.

Out of anything replacing Christ.

Because God’s purpose has never been external towers.

God’s purpose has always been living temples.

God’s purpose was never brick and stone.

God’s purpose has always been Christ dwelling within His people.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If Babylon represents organized substitution…

If man continually builds systems apart from life…

Then another question emerges:

How did substitution eventually enter God’s own people and transform living
relationship into external religion? 

CHAPTER 5 — ISRAEL AND THE REIGN OF
EXTERNAL RELIGION  EN
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WHEN THE FORM REPLACED THE LIFE
The mystery that began in Eden and matured in Babylon did not stop outside the
people of God.

This is where the mystery becomes sobering.

Because substitution eventually entered the very nation chosen to reveal God to the
earth.

Israel had not merely been given laws.

Israel had been given revelation.

They had witnessed miracles.

They had seen the Red Sea divide.

They had watched manna fall from heaven.

They had seen water come from the rock.

They had seen the fire of God and the cloud of His presence.

Yet over time something subtle happened.

The living reality gradually became overshadowed by external forms.

The relationship began giving way to ritual.

The life became hidden beneath systems.

The substance became covered by shadows.
  EN
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GOD NEVER DESIRED EMPTY RELIGION
The Lord spoke through Isaiah and exposed something happening beneath the
surface:

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord…”
(Isaiah 1:11)

Notice carefully what God did not say.

He did not say Israel had abandoned sacrifice.

He did not say they had stopped religious activity.

The problem was not absence of religion.

The problem was religion without reality.

Outwardly they appeared faithful.

Outwardly they were keeping ceremonies.

Outwardly they were maintaining traditions.

But inwardly something had shifted.

The heart had drifted.

The life had become hidden beneath form.

  EN
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GOD DESIRED MERCY OVER SACRIFICE
The prophet Hosea declared:

“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings.”
(Hosea 6:6)

Notice God’s heart.

God was never searching for endless rituals.

God was never seeking mechanical religion.

God was after something deeper.

Relationship.

Knowledge of God.

Communion.

Life.

Mercy.

Love.

Because outward actions without inward life become empty forms.

God had never intended Israel to merely practice religion.

He intended Israel to know Him.
  EN
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THE PEOPLE TRUSTED THE SYSTEM
Jeremiah confronted this same issue:

“Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The
temple of the Lord, are these.”
(Jeremiah 7:4)

Notice the subtle deception.

The people began trusting the structure.

They trusted the temple.

They trusted the outward system.

They trusted what they could see.

The building became more important than the presence.

The system became more important than the relationship.

The ritual became more important than the life.

Substitution had quietly entered.

Because man continually gravitates toward visible things.

Visible things can be measured.

Visible things can be controlled.  EN
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Visible things can be managed.

But life cannot be manufactured.

Life flows from God.

WHAT DOES THE LORD REALLY REQUIRE?
Micah asks one of the most powerful questions in Scripture:

“Wherewith shall I come before the Lord?”
(Micah 6:6)

Then he gives the answer:

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good…”
(Micah 6:8)

“To do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.”

Walk humbly.

Not perform endlessly.

Walk.

Relationship.

Communion.

Life.  EN
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The answer was never greater rituals.

The answer was never more systems.

The answer was never external religion.

The answer was always God Himself.

RELIGION CAN BECOME A SUBSTITUTE
This becomes one of the most dangerous truths in Scripture.

Religion itself can become a substitute.

Because anything occupying the place belonging to Christ becomes substitution.

Tradition can become a substitute.

Systems can become a substitute.

Knowledge can become a substitute.

Performance can become a substitute.

Even good things can become substitutes when they replace living reality.

This does not mean outward things possess no purpose.

The issue is not the form.

The issue is when the form replaces the life.
  EN
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Because shadows were never meant to become permanent dwelling places.

Shadows always pointed toward substance.

And that substance was Christ.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If Israel possessed the shadows…

If religion had become covered with forms…

Then another question immediately arises:

What happened when Reality Himself finally arrived? 

CHAPTER 6 — CHRIST ARRIVES: REALITY
REPLACES SHADOW

THE SHADOWS WERE NEVER THE DESTINATION
For centuries Israel lived under shadows.

The tabernacle was a shadow.

The sacrifices were shadows.

The priesthood was a shadow.

The feast days were shadows.
  EN
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The ceremonies were shadows.

The law itself pointed toward something greater that was coming.

Yet shadows were never meant to become permanent dwelling places.

A shadow only exists because something real is standing nearby.

You do not study the shadow when the person has arrived.

You look at the person.

Paul wrote:

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday… which
are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”
(Colossians 2:16–17)

Notice the language:

“The body is of Christ.”

The substance is Christ.

The reality is Christ.

The fulfillment is Christ.

Everything had been pointing toward Him.

THE WORD BECAME FLESH
  EN
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Then something happened that changed all of history.

John writes:

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”
(John 1:14)

Notice the magnitude of this moment.

God did not send another system.

God did not send another ceremony.

God did not send another religion.

God sent His Son.

For thousands of years men had looked at symbols.

Now Reality stood before them.

The One the prophets spoke about had arrived.

The One every sacrifice pointed toward had arrived.

The One every feast anticipated had arrived.

The One every priest represented had arrived.

Christ Himself had come.

  EN
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GRACE AND TRUTH APPEARED
John continues:

“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
(John 1:17)

Notice carefully.

The verse does not say law came by Moses and another law came through Christ.

It says:

“Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

Truth appeared because Reality appeared.

When Christ arrived, shadows began losing their authority.

Because reality had entered the room.

You do not continue searching for the map once you reach the destination.

You do not continue studying shadows when the person stands before you.

Christ Himself became the answer.

JESUS CONFRONTED EMPTY RELIGION
Something remarkable happened wherever Jesus went.

He continually confronted systems that had replaced life.

  EN
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The religious leaders had become masters of external performance.

They knew rituals.

They knew traditions.

They knew ceremonies.

They knew rules.

But they failed to recognize Reality standing in front of them.

Jesus said:

“This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips;
but their heart is far from me.”
(Matthew 15:8)

Outward activity existed.

But inward life had become hidden.

The form remained.

But reality had been lost.

Substitution had reached its highest expression.

The very people waiting for Christ struggled to recognize Christ because they had
become attached to shadows.

  EN
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CHRIST DID NOT COME TO IMPROVE THE OLD
Many imagine Jesus came simply to improve an existing system.

But Christ did something far greater.

Hebrews declares:

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the
things…”
(Hebrews 10:1)

Notice:

“Not the very image.”

The law pointed forward.

But Christ embodied the reality itself.

Jesus did not merely patch old garments.

He brought an entirely new covenant.

He did not come to improve shadows.

He came to reveal substance.

THE WATER OF LIFE REPLACES RELIGIOUS
THIRST  EN
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Jesus stood and cried:

“If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.”
(John 7:37)

Notice where He directed people.

Not toward systems.

Not toward rituals.

Not toward ceremonies.

Toward Himself.

Because thirsty people do not need more forms.

They need life.

And Jesus continued:

“He that believeth on me… out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”
(John 7:38)

Notice the shift.

No longer external dependence.

Now life flowing from within.

No longer shadows outside.

Now Christ revealed inside.
  EN
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No longer substitutes.

Now Reality Himself.

CHRIST ALONE BECOMES THE ANSWER
Everything had been moving toward this moment.

The sacrifices pointed toward Christ.

The priests pointed toward Christ.

The tabernacle pointed toward Christ.

The feasts pointed toward Christ.

The prophets pointed toward Christ.

The law pointed toward Christ.

And finally Reality stood among men.

Not another shadow.

Not another symbol.

Not another substitute.

Christ Himself.

  EN
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CHAPTER TRANSITION
If Christ became Reality replacing shadows…

If Christ fulfilled what the law merely foreshadowed…

Then another question emerges:

Why did John still say:

“Even now are there many antichrists…”
(1 John 2:18)

Who were these many antichrists? 

CHAPTER 7 — MANY ANTICHRISTS

JOHN DID NOT SAY ONE
After Christ arrived, fulfilled the shadows, and revealed the reality of God’s purpose,
many people assume the mystery should have ended.

But John says something startling:

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists…”
(1 John 2:18)

Notice carefully what John did not say.

He did not say:

“There is one antichrist.”

  EN
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He did not say:

“There will someday be one antichrist.”

He did not say:

“Wait for one future ruler.”

He said:

“Many antichrists.”

Many.

Not one.

Immediately this forces us to rethink everything.

Because if many antichrists already existed during John’s lifetime, then the mystery
must be greater than one future personality.

John was describing something operating around him at that very moment.

THEY WENT OUT FROM US
John continues and reveals another powerful truth:

“They went out from us, but they were not of us…”
(1 John 2:19)

Notice where John places the problem.  EN
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He does not point toward Rome.

He does not point toward governments.

He does not point toward foreign armies.

He points toward something much closer.

“They went out from us.”

The issue was arising among people who claimed connection to the faith.

This becomes important because deception rarely announces itself by saying:

“I am false.”

Counterfeits always attempt to appear genuine.

Jesus warned:

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing…”
(Matthew 7:15)

Notice:

“Sheep’s clothing.”

Not wolf clothing.

Sheep clothing.

Because deception appears close enough to truth that people accept it.  EN
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MANY VOICES BEGAN COMPETING WITH
CHRIST
As the early church expanded, many voices arose.

Some denied Christ’s humanity.

Some denied Christ’s divinity.

Some attempted to place believers back under legal systems.

Some attempted to mix grace with human effort.

Some attempted to establish themselves as the source.

Paul warned the elders:

“For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you…”
(Acts 20:29)

Then he adds:

“Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.”
(Acts 20:30)

Notice the pattern.

The desire was not Christ being exalted.

The desire was:

“Draw away disciples after them.”

  EN
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Substitution again appears.

Something attempting to occupy a place belonging to Christ.

THE PROBLEM WAS NEVER SIMPLY FALSE
TEACHING
False teaching was the fruit.

But beneath the fruit existed something deeper.

The issue was replacement.

Something was attempting to move Christ from the center.

Because anything replacing Christ eventually becomes a substitute.

Paul warned Timothy:

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine…”
(2 Timothy 4:3)

Then he says:

“And they shall turn away their ears from the truth…”
(2 Timothy 4:4)

Notice what happens.

Truth becomes exchanged.  EN
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Reality becomes exchanged.

Life becomes exchanged.

Substitution always seeks replacement.

MANY ANTICHRISTS STILL EXIST TODAY
The mystery did not disappear after John’s generation.

The forms may change.

The language may change.

The methods may change.

But the pattern remains.

Anything attempting to occupy the place belonging to Christ becomes a substitute.

Anything attempting to become the source instead of Christ becomes a substitute.

Anything attempting to replace living relationship with dependence upon
something else becomes a substitute.

Because the issue has never simply been one future personality.

The issue concerns anything attempting to remove Christ from the center.

  EN
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CHRIST MUST REMAIN THE CENTER
Paul declared:

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
(1 Corinthians 3:11)

Notice:

One foundation.

Not many.

Not Christ plus something else.

Not Christ plus systems.

Not Christ plus performance.

Not Christ plus substitutes.

Christ alone.

Because where Christ remains central, substitutes lose power.

Where Christ remains central, deception loses authority.

Where Christ remains central, reality begins appearing.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If many antichrists were already operating…

  EN
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If substitution continues throughout generations…

Then where does the battle ultimately take place?

The answer may be closer than many imagine.

The battle moves inward. 

CHAPTER 8 — THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST
WITHIN

THE BATTLE MOVES INWARD
Throughout generations men have continually searched outward.

They searched governments.

They searched nations.

They searched rulers.

They searched systems.

They searched technologies.

But Scripture repeatedly moves the focus inward.

Because outward manifestations always begin from inward realities.

Jesus said:
  EN
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“The kingdom of God is within you.”
(Luke 17:21)

The Kingdom was not merely external.

The battle was not merely external.

The conflict was not merely external.

Again and again God directs attention toward the hidden realm of the heart.

Because before something appears outwardly, it first exists inwardly.

TWO MINDS ARE AT WAR
Paul reveals a battle operating within man:

“For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”
(Romans 8:5)

Then he writes:

“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”
(Romans 8:6)

Notice carefully.

Two realms are being revealed.

Two ways of thinking.  EN
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Two sources.

Two natures moving in opposite directions.

One mind draws toward life.

The other mind pulls toward separation.

One draws toward Christ.

The other continually draws toward self.

The conflict has always been deeper than external events.

The battle concerns which nature occupies the throne.

THE FLESH ALWAYS SEEKS INDEPENDENCE
The Adamic nature inherited something from Eden.

The desire for independence.

The desire for self-rule.

The desire to establish life apart from dependence upon God.

Paul says:

“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God…”
(Romans 8:7)

  EN
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Notice what he did not say.

He did not say the carnal mind merely struggles with God.

He says:

“Enmity.”

Opposition.

Resistance.

Conflict.

Because the flesh continually says:

I can do this myself.

I can establish myself.

I can sustain myself.

I can create life apart from God.

The same voice whispered in Eden:

“Ye shall be as gods…”
(Genesis 3:5)

The same principle continues moving within humanity.

  EN
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STRONGHOLDS BEGIN INSIDE
Paul reveals another powerful truth:

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God…”
(2 Corinthians 10:5)

Notice where the warfare takes place.

Imaginations.

Thoughts.

Exalted ideas.

Mental strongholds.

Ways of thinking.

The battle does not begin with outward kingdoms.

The battle begins with inward kingdoms.

Because every outward structure was once an inward thought.

Every system was once an idea.

Every deception was once a seed.

The battlefield begins within.

  EN
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THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST SEEKS ANOTHER
THRONE
The spirit of Antichrist does not merely seek external authority.

Its deepest purpose is to occupy the throne that belongs to Christ.

Anything attempting to rule where Christ alone should rule becomes substitution.

Fear can sit upon the throne.

Religion can sit upon the throne.

Performance can sit upon the throne.

Self-effort can sit upon the throne.

Traditions can sit upon the throne.

Pride can sit upon the throne.

Knowledge without life can sit upon the throne.

Anything that replaces dependence upon Christ becomes a substitute.

Because the issue has never been merely what man does.

The issue is who sits upon the throne within.

CHRIST DESIRES TO OCCUPY THE INNER TEMPLE  EN

5/23/26, 8:28 AM Antichrist — Christ Alone Vs Every Substitute

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/antichrist/?w pnceasyw p_action=clear_all&_w pnonce=f7b62b0343 63/89



Paul writes:

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God…”
(1 Corinthians 3:16)

Notice the shift.

The focus moves from buildings toward people.

From external structures toward inward habitation.

God’s purpose was never ultimately brick and stone.

God desired living temples.

Christ within.

Life within.

Truth within.

Union within.

The answer to substitution was never another outward system.

The answer has always been Christ Himself dwelling within His people.

THE VICTORY BEGINS INSIDE
John later writes:

  EN
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“Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
(1 John 4:4)

Notice where victory begins.

“In you.”

Not somewhere far away.

Not in distant events.

Not merely in future fulfillment.

Within.

Because Christ within becomes the answer to every substitute.

Christ within becomes the answer to fear.

Christ within becomes the answer to deception.

Christ within becomes the answer to every counterfeit.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If the battle ultimately concerns who occupies the throne within…

If Christ alone becomes God’s answer…

Then another question arises:
  EN
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How does Christ remain the center without returning to substitutes?

John gives the answer:

The anointing is sufficient. 

CHAPTER 9 — CHRIST ALONE: THE
ANOINTING IS SUFFICIENT

GOD NEVER INTENDED MAN TO LIVE BY
SUBSTITUTES
From Eden until now, humanity has continually searched for something to lean
upon.

Men lean upon systems.

Men lean upon traditions.

Men lean upon knowledge.

Men lean upon performance.

Men lean upon personalities.

Men lean upon outward structures.

Yet the mystery of Antichrist has revealed one consistent pattern:

Substitutes continually attempt to occupy the place that belongs to Christ alone.  EN
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But John now brings us to one of the most powerful revelations in all of Scripture.

He writes:

“But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you…”
(1 John 2:27)

Notice carefully where John directs attention.

Not outward.

Inward.

“Abideth in you.”

Not around you.

Not beside you.

Not merely above you.

Within you.

The answer to substitutes was never another substitute.

The answer has always been Christ Himself dwelling within His people.

THE ANOINTING DOES NOT COME AND GO
John continues:

  EN
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“And ye need not that any man teach you…”
(1 John 2:27)

Many misunderstand this verse.

John was not abolishing teachers.

God has given gifts within the body.

Paul writes:

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers…”
(Ephesians 4:11)

John is revealing something deeper.

The ultimate source is not man.

The ultimate source is Christ.

Teachers may point.

Prophets may reveal.

Ministers may encourage.

But no man replaces Christ.

No man becomes the source.

No man occupies the throne.  EN

5/23/26, 8:28 AM Antichrist — Christ Alone Vs Every Substitute

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/antichrist/?w pnceasyw p_action=clear_all&_w pnonce=f7b62b0343 68/89



Because the anointing itself teaches.

The Spirit Himself reveals.

Christ Himself leads.

CHRIST IN YOU IS GOD’S FINAL ANSWER
Paul unveils one of the greatest mysteries ever spoken:

“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27)

Notice what Paul does not say.

He does not say:

Religion in you.

Tradition in you.

Systems in you.

Ceremonies in you.

Programs in you.

He says:

“Christ in you.”
  EN
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Because God’s answer has never changed.

Christ Himself becomes the answer.

Christ Himself becomes life.

Christ Himself becomes wisdom.

Christ Himself becomes righteousness.

Christ Himself becomes peace.

Christ Himself becomes strength.

Christ Himself becomes the source.

WITHOUT CHRIST WE CAN DO NOTHING
Jesus Himself declared:

“I am the vine, ye are the branches… for without me ye can do nothing.”
(John 15:5)

Notice what He says.

Not:

Without religion.

Not:
  EN

5/23/26, 8:28 AM Antichrist — Christ Alone Vs Every Substitute

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/antichrist/?w pnceasyw p_action=clear_all&_w pnonce=f7b62b0343 70/89



Without programs.

Not:

Without systems.

Without Me.

Because life flows from union.

Branches do not struggle to produce life.

Branches simply abide.

Life naturally flows from connection.

The Christian life was never designed to be sustained through human effort.

The Christian life was designed to flow from Christ Himself.

THE BATTLE HAS ALWAYS BEEN CHRIST ALONE
The spirit of Antichrist continually introduces additions.

Christ plus performance.

Christ plus law.

Christ plus traditions.

Christ plus systems.
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Christ plus human effort.

But Scripture continually simplifies the matter.

Paul declared:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…”
(Galatians 2:20)

Notice:

“Not I…”

“But Christ…”

Not self.

Not substitutes.

Not flesh.

Christ.

Always Christ.

Because the answer to every counterfeit is not greater effort.

The answer is greater revelation of Christ.

THE ANOINTING KEEPS CHRIST AT THE CENTER  EN
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The purpose of the anointing is not merely information.

The purpose is revelation.

The Spirit continually directs attention toward Christ.

Jesus said:

“He shall glorify me…”
(John 16:14)

Notice where the Spirit points.

Not toward itself.

Not toward man.

Toward Christ.

Because Christ remains the center of God’s eternal purpose.

And wherever Christ remains central, substitutes begin losing their authority.

CHAPTER TRANSITION
If Christ alone is sufficient…

If Christ within becomes God’s answer…

If substitutes lose their power when Christ occupies the throne…
  EN
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Then one final question remains:

What happens when Christ fully triumphs over every substitute? 

CHAPTER 10 — THE VICTORY OF CHRIST
OVER EVERY SUBSTITUTE

THE STORY WAS NEVER ABOUT ANTICHRIST
WINNING
Throughout generations many believers have approached Scripture with fear.

They have looked at darkness and imagined darkness growing stronger.

They have looked at deception and imagined deception having the final word.

They have looked at evil and imagined evil possessing ultimate authority.

But from Genesis to Revelation, God never tells the story that way.

The story has never been darkness conquering light.

The story has always been light appearing.

John writes:

“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”
(John 1:5)

Notice carefully.  EN
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Darkness never overcomes light.

Light overcomes darkness.

Darkness possesses no power of its own.

Darkness only exists where light has not yet appeared.

The moment light enters, darkness begins disappearing.

Christ never fights darkness as an equal opponent.

Christ simply appears.

EVERY SUBSTITUTE EVENTUALLY COLLAPSES
Throughout history men have continually built substitutes.

Empires rose.

Religious systems rose.

Philosophies rose.

Traditions rose.

Movements rose.

Human structures rose.

Yet every substitute eventually reveals its weakness.
  EN
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Because substitutes cannot sustain life.

Jesus said:

“Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.”
(Matthew 15:13)

Notice the certainty.

“Shall be rooted up.”

Not maybe.

Not perhaps.

Shall.

Because anything not planted in Christ cannot endure forever.

Only life remains.

Only truth remains.

Only Christ remains.

CHRIST GATHERS ALL THINGS INTO HIMSELF
Paul reveals God’s eternal purpose:

“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times He might gather together in one all
things in Christ…”
(Ephesians 1:10)

  EN
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Notice those words:

“All things in Christ.”

Not some things.

Not selected things.

All things.

God’s purpose has never been eternal division.

God’s purpose has always been reconciliation.

God’s purpose has always been restoration.

God’s purpose has always been fullness.

Because Christ did not come merely to rescue fragments.

Christ came to bring creation into harmony with God’s purpose.

THE CROSS ANSWERED EVERY SUBSTITUTE
At Calvary something happened that shook heaven and earth.

Every substitute encountered Reality.

Every shadow encountered Substance.

Every accusation encountered Grace.
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Every lie encountered Truth.

Every work of darkness encountered Light.

Paul writes:

“For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; And, having made peace
through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself…”
(Colossians 1:19–20)

Notice:

“Reconcile all things.”

The cross was not God’s reaction.

The cross was God’s answer.

Because Christ did not merely come to expose substitutes.

He came to replace them.

THE LAST ENEMY FALLS
Paul reveals the final stage of victory:

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”
(1 Corinthians 15:26)

Think about that.

Death itself.

  EN
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The final enemy.

The final substitute.

The final expression of separation.

Even death does not survive the appearing of Christ.

John later sees the same reality:

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire…”
(Revelation 20:14)

Notice what enters the fire.

Death.

Hell.

The enemies of life.

The enemies of God.

Because God’s purpose is not preserving death.

God’s purpose is consuming death.

Life swallows death.

Light swallows darkness.

Truth swallows deception.  EN
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Christ swallows every substitute.

GOD BECOMES ALL IN ALL
Paul finally reveals the conclusion of the mystery:

“That God may be all in all.”
(1 Corinthians 15:28)

Notice where everything ends.

Not fear.

Not division.

Not darkness reigning forever.

Not substitutes sitting upon the throne.

Everything moves toward one reality:

God filling all things.

Christ filling all things.

Life filling all things.

Love filling all things.

Truth filling all things.
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The entire story moves toward fullness.

CHRIST ALONE REMAINS
This entire journey began with one question:

Who is Antichrist?

But notice where we have arrived.

We did not end with Antichrist.

We ended with Christ.

Because Scripture always returns to Christ.

Christ before Eden.

Christ through the prophets.

Christ revealed in the Gospels.

Christ unveiled in the apostles.

Christ triumphant in Revelation.

Christ remains the beginning.

Christ remains the middle.

Christ remains the ending.
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And when every substitute collapses…

When every shadow disappears…

When every counterfeit loses its power…

One reality remains:

Jesus Christ.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending…”
(Revelation 22:13)

Christ alone.

Forever.
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