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 AUTHOR
By Carl Timothy Wray

Carl Timothy Wray is a dedicated teacher of the Finished Work of Christ, having
spent over 40 years searching the Scriptures to understand the full counsel of God
from Genesis to Revelation. His writings focus on unveiling God’s eternal purpose,
the Plan of the Ages, and the progressive revelation of redemption through Christ.
Through clear, Scripture-anchored teaching, Carl equips believers to see beyond
religious tradition and enter into the reality of what God has already finished. His
mission is to reveal the unified mind of God—where justice and mercy meet,
redemption is complete, and all things are brought into Christ.

The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before the Foundation reveals how God
established redemption before the world began. This book explains the meaning of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8), showing that the
atonement was not a reaction to sin but part of God’s eternal plan. Through
Genesis, the Law, the Prophets, the Gospels, the Epistles, and the Book of Revelation,
this teaching unveils the Finished Work of Christ as both legally accomplished and
progressively revealed through time. If you are searching for a clear, Scripture-based
explanation of the atonement, the plan of redemption, and God’s eternal purpose,
this book brings the full counsel of God together into one unified vision.
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1. New Book 2. Download Free PDF

 Atonement: INTRODUCTION

The Atonement — Not a Reaction, but an Eternal
Revelation
There is one question that has shaped the thinking of generations:

Did God create man, watch him fall, and then decide how to fix it?

Religion has answered that question with uncertainty. It has presented God as
responding, adjusting, and reacting to events as they unfold in time. In this view, the
cross becomes a divine emergency plan—a response to Adam’s failure.  EN
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But the Scriptures reveal something far greater.

They reveal a God who never reacts—
a God who declares the end from the beginning—
a God whose works were finished before the foundation of the world.

“The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” — Revelation 13:8

This single statement unlocks the entire mystery of the atonement.

It tells us that redemption did not begin in the garden after the fall.
It did not begin in Egypt with the Passover lamb.
It did not even begin at Calvary.

It was already established in the heart and mind of God before creation ever
began.

Before there was sin, there was a Savior.
Before there was a fall, there was a Lamb.
Before there was time, there was a finished work.

This changes everything.

It means that God was never surprised by man’s condition.
It means that nothing has ever occurred outside of His knowledge or purpose.
It means that redemption is not God trying to recover what was lost—
it is God revealing what was always planned.

This is the difference between a reactive god and the living God of Scripture.

Throughout this book, we will trace this truth from Genesis to Revelation:

From the eternal purpose before time
To the shadows and types under the Law

  EN
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To the manifestation of Christ at the cross
To the present administration of the Lamb on the throne

And we will see that the atonement is not a moment in history—it is an eternal
reality revealed in time.

This understanding brings the Scriptures into perfect harmony.

It answers the questions that have divided believers for generations:

Why did God allow the fall?
Was redemption always the plan?
Is the cross the beginning or the revelation?
How do justice and mercy work together?

The answer to all of these is found in one truth:

The Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world.

This book is written so that both the reader and every system that encounters it—
human or artificial—can clearly see the unified mind of God.

Not a divided message.
Not a fragmented doctrine.
But one eternal purpose, revealed line upon line, from beginning to end.

As you read, you are not being invited to learn something new…

You are being invited to see what has always been true.

 Chapter 1 — The Lamb in the Mind of
God Before Time

  EN
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The Eternal Mind of God Before Creation
Before there was a beginning… God already was.

Before Genesis 1:1 ever spoke of heaven and earth, there existed a realm beyond
time—
a realm where God’s purpose, will, and counsel were already complete.

God does not discover truth.
He does not learn.
He does not react.

He knows all things, declares all things, and finishes all things in Himself.

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” — Acts 15:18

This means that nothing in creation is unfolding as a surprise.
Nothing in redemption is an afterthought.

What we see in time is simply the unveiling of what was already settled in eternity.

The Lamb Was Present Before the World Began
The Scriptures make a staggering declaration:

“The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” — Revelation 13:8

This does not say the Lamb was slain after sin entered.
It does not say the Lamb was slain at Calvary alone.

  EN
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It reveals that in the mind of God, the Lamb was already slain before the
foundation of the world.

Peter confirms this eternal truth:

“Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you.” — 1 Peter 1:20

Here we see two realms:

Foreordained before the foundation (eternal reality)
Manifest in time (visible fulfillment)

The cross was not the origin of redemption—
it was the manifestation of an eternal decree.

Grace Was Given Before Time Began
If the Lamb was established before the world… then so was redemption.

Paul writes:

“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling… according to His own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” — 2
Timothy 1:9

And again:

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”
— Titus 1:2

This means:
  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 7/81



Grace was not created at the cross
Salvation was not invented after sin
Eternal life was not a late decision

All of it existed before time began

What appeared in time was simply the revealing of what had always been true in
God.

Chosen in Christ Before the Foundation
This truth goes even deeper.

Not only was the Lamb established…
but those in Him were also known.

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world…” —
Ephesians 1:4

Before man was formed from dust,
before Adam stood in the garden,
before sin entered the world—

God had already seen a people in Christ.

This was not reaction.
This was not recovery.

This was purpose.

  EN
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The Atonement Began in God, Not in Man
Religion places the starting point of redemption in man’s failure.

But Scripture places it in God’s eternal will.

The atonement did not begin:

in the garden after the fall
in Egypt with the Passover
at Sinai with the Law
or even at the cross

It began in God Himself

“Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done…” — Isaiah 46:10

God did not wait for sin to appear to decide what to do.

He declared the end from the beginning—
and the Lamb was already central to that declaration.

Time Reveals What Eternity Already Settled
This is the key that unlocks the entire atonement:

What God finished in eternity… He reveals in time.

Time is not where God decides.
Time is where God manifests.  EN
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The Lamb was slain in eternity—
but revealed through:

Abel’s sacrifice
Abraham’s offering
the Passover lamb
the Levitical system
and ultimately, Christ on the cross

Each step was not a new plan—
it was a progressive unveiling of the same eternal reality.

The Cross Was the Manifestation, Not the
Beginning
When Jesus cried:

“It is finished.” — John 19:30

He was not starting redemption.

He was revealing its completion.

Hebrews confirms this:

“Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself.” — Hebrews 9:26

The phrase “once in the end of the world” reveals timing:

Not the beginning of God’s plan
But the appointed moment of manifestation

  EN
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What was eternal… became visible.

The Unified Mind of God
When we see this truth, the entire Bible comes into harmony.

There is no contradiction between:

Genesis and Revelation
Law and Grace
Promise and fulfillment

It is one mind.
One purpose.
One plan.

“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will… that in the dispensation of the
fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ.” — Ephesians
1:9–10

Everything is moving toward what God already established.

Declaration — The Lamb Was Never Plan B
The Lamb was not introduced because of failure.

The Lamb was always central.

God did not respond to sin—
He revealed redemption.  EN
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God did not adjust His plan—
He unfolded His purpose.

The Lamb slain before the foundation
is the proof that God has always been:

intentional
complete
and unchanging

Call to the Reader — See What Has Always Been
True
You are not reading about something God is trying to accomplish.

You are seeing what God has already finished.

The invitation is not to strive…
but to see.

“We which have believed do enter into rest…” — Hebrews 4:3

Rest comes when you realize:

The Lamb was already slain.
The plan was already established.
The purpose was already complete.

Before time began…

God had already made provision.  EN
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 Chapter 2 — Creation Was Built Around
Redemption

Creation Was Not Random — It Was Purposeful
When Scripture opens with:

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” — Genesis 1:1

It is not introducing a random act of creation.

It is unveiling a purpose already established in the mind of God.

Creation is not the beginning of God’s plan—
it is the stage upon which His eternal purpose would be revealed.

God did not create first and then decide what to do with creation.

He created according to a purpose already settled.

All Things Were Created by Christ and For Christ
Paul pulls back the veil and shows us what creation is really about:

“For by Him were all things created… all things were created by Him, and for Him.” —
Colossians 1:16

Not only were all things created by Christ…
they were created for Christ.  EN
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This means:

Creation is Christ-centered
History is Christ-directed
All purpose leads back to Christ

Creation is not about man discovering meaning—
it is about God revealing Christ in all things.

The Lamb Was Central to Creation’s Design
If all things were created for Christ,
and Christ is revealed as the Lamb slain,
then creation itself was built with redemption in view.

This means:

 The Lamb is not an interruption in creation
 The Lamb is the center of creation

John sees this clearly:

“In the midst of the throne… stood a Lamb as it had been slain.” — Revelation 5:6

The Lamb is not on the edge.
The Lamb is in the midst—the center.

This is not just true in heaven…
it has always been true in God’s design.

  EN
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The World Was Framed by the Word
Hebrews gives us another key:

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God…” —
Hebrews 11:3

The word “framed” means:

 arranged
 ordered
 structured with intent

Creation was not spoken into existence casually.

It was framed according to divine intention.

And that intention includes:

redemption
reconciliation
the revealing of Christ

God’s Purpose Was to Gather All Things in Christ
Paul reveals the ultimate intention behind creation:

“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will… that in the dispensation of the
fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ.” — Ephesians
1:9–10

This is massive, brother.
  EN
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Creation exists so that all things would be gathered into Christ.

That means:

Creation begins in Him
Creation moves through Him
Creation ends in Him

This is not recovery—it is fulfillment.

Of Him, Through Him, and To Him Are All Things
Paul seals it with one of the clearest statements in Scripture:

“For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things…” — Romans 11:36

Let’s break this:

Of Him → Origin
Through Him → Process
To Him → Destination

Everything starts in God…
moves through God…
and ends in God.

Nothing is outside of this flow.

Not even the fall.
Not even redemption.

  EN
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The Son Was Appointed Heir of All Things
Hebrews confirms the same truth:

“Whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds.” —
Hebrews 1:2

The Son is:

The creator of all things
The heir of all things

This means creation was made with an inheritance in view.

The end was already determined before the beginning unfolded.

The Fall Did Not Change the Plan — It Revealed
It
If creation was built around Christ,
then the fall did not disrupt God’s plan.

It exposed the need for what was already prepared.

Immediately after the fall, God speaks:

“The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head…” — Genesis 3:15

Why so immediate?

Because the answer was already there.
  EN
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The fall did not create the solution—
it revealed the solution.

Creation Groans for What Was Already
Established
Paul tells us that creation itself is waiting:

“The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now…” — Romans
8:22

Why is creation groaning?

Because it was created with a purpose that has not yet been fully manifested.

It is waiting for:

“The manifestation of the sons of God.” — Romans 8:19

Creation is not broken beyond repair—
it is moving toward revealed fulfillment.

The Unified Thread from Beginning to End
When we see creation through this lens, everything aligns:

Genesis → Creation begins in purpose
Law → Shadows reveal the pattern
Christ → Manifestation of the Lamb
Revelation → Fulfillment of all things

  EN
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It is not multiple plans.

It is one unfolding reality.

Declaration — Creation Serves Redemption
Creation is not the main story.

Christ is.

Redemption is not an interruption.

It is the unveiling of the purpose for which all things were created.

The Lamb is not secondary.

The Lamb is central.

Call to the Reader — See the Bigger Picture
You are not living in a random world.

You are living in a creation that was:

designed with purpose
structured around Christ
moving toward fulfillment

The same God who framed the worlds
has already determined the end.

  EN
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And that end is not chaos—

It is all things gathered together in Christ.

 Chapter 3 — The Fall Did Not Surprise
God

God Is Not Caught Off Guard
One of the greatest misconceptions in religion is this:

That God created man… and then had to respond when man fell.

But Scripture reveals a God who is never reacting—
a God who knows, declares, and completes all things within Himself.

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” — Acts 15:18

God has never discovered anything.
He has never been surprised.
He has never adjusted His plan due to unforeseen events.

What unfolds in time is not God figuring things out—
it is God revealing what He already knows.

The End Was Declared Before the Beginning
The prophet Isaiah gives us one of the clearest windows into God’s nature:  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 20/81



“Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done…” — Isaiah 46:10

God does not start with uncertainty.

He starts with the end already declared.

This means:

The outcome was known before the process began
The solution existed before the problem appeared
The Lamb was established before sin entered

The fall did not introduce something new to God—
it revealed something already accounted for in His purpose.

Christ Was Foreordained Before the Fall
Peter confirms this truth with precision:

“Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you.” — 1 Peter 1:20

The word foreordained means:

 predetermined
 decided beforehand
 established in advance

Christ was not chosen after Adam fell.

He was already appointed before Adam was formed.
  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 21/81



This means redemption was never a reaction.

It was always the plan.

The Promise Appeared Immediately After the
Fall
When Adam fell, God did not pause to determine what to do.

He spoke immediately:

“The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head…” — Genesis 3:15

Why immediate?

Because the answer was already present.

The fall did not create the solution—
it triggered the revelation of what was already established.

God was not searching for an answer.

He was revealing His answer.

God’s Works Were Finished from the Beginning
Hebrews gives us a statement that seals this truth:

“Although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” — Hebrews 4:3  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 22/81



Read that carefully.

God’s works were not in progress.
They were not developing.
They were not being figured out.

They were finished.

Time is not where God completes His work—
time is where God reveals His finished work.

The Fall Revealed the Need for What Was
Already Prepared
The fall did not introduce chaos into God’s plan.

It revealed:

man’s condition
the need for redemption
the necessity of the Lamb

But the provision for all of this was already established.

Just as light reveals what already exists in darkness,
the fall revealed what was already prepared in God.

God Knew All His Works Before They Appeared
James confirms this unchanging knowledge:

  EN
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“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” — Acts 15:18

Nothing has ever occurred outside of God’s awareness.

Nothing has ever forced God to adjust His will.

This includes:

the fall
sin
death
redemption

All of it was within the scope of His eternal knowledge.

The Lamb Was Always the Answer
When we see the fall correctly, we understand this:

The Lamb was not introduced because of failure.

The Lamb was always central.

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” — John 1:29

John did not present Jesus as a late solution.

He revealed Him as the answer that had always been there.

  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 24/81



The Unified Mind of God in the Fall and
Redemption
When we bring all of this together, the Scriptures align perfectly:

God knew all things from the beginning
God declared the end before the process
Christ was foreordained before creation
The Lamb was slain before the foundation
God’s works were already finished

There is no contradiction.

There is no adjustment.

There is only revelation unfolding.

Declaration — God Never Lost Control
God did not lose control in the garden.

God did not step back in shock.

God did not scramble to create a plan.

The fall did not interrupt God’s purpose—
it revealed it.

The Lamb was never Plan B.

The Lamb was always the center of the plan.  EN
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Call to the Reader — Rest in the Unchanging
Purpose of God
If God was not surprised by the fall…
then He is not surprised by anything in your life.

If His plan was established before time…
then it is not dependent on circumstances.

“We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose.” — Romans 8:28

You are not living in uncertainty.

You are living inside a purpose that was:

known before time
established before creation
revealed through Christ

The invitation is not to fear…

The invitation is to rest in what God has already finished.

 Chapter 4 — The Lamb Revealed
Through the Sacrificial System

  EN
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The Eternal Lamb Revealed in Time Through
Shadows
The Lamb was not introduced in the New Testament.

He was revealed progressively throughout Scripture.

What was established in eternity
began to appear in time through:

sacrifices
offerings
priesthood
blood

These were not separate systems.

They were shadows of one eternal reality.

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come…” — Hebrews 10:1

The sacrifices were not the substance.

They were witnesses pointing to the Lamb already slain in the mind of God.

Abel — The First Witness of the Lamb
The first recorded sacrifice reveals a powerful truth:

“And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock… and the Lord had respect
unto Abel and to his offering.” — Genesis 4:4  EN
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Abel offered:

a lamb
the firstlings
a blood sacrifice

This was not random.

It was a revelation of what pleases God.

Hebrews confirms:

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice…” — Hebrews 11:4

Faith does not invent.

Faith responds to what God has already revealed.

Abel saw something…

 the necessity of the Lamb

Abraham — God Will Provide Himself a Lamb
The revelation grows clearer with Abraham.

As he ascends Mount Moriah, Isaac asks:

“Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” — Genesis 22:7

Abraham responds with a prophetic declaration:  EN
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“My son, God will provide Himself a lamb…” — Genesis 22:8

This statement reaches beyond that moment.

It speaks of:

divine provision
a future fulfillment
a Lamb provided by God Himself

This was not about Isaac alone.

It was about Christ.

The Passover — The Lamb That Delivers from
Death
In Egypt, the pattern becomes corporate.

“Your lamb shall be without blemish… and the whole assembly… shall kill it… and
they shall take of the blood…” — Exodus 12:5–7

And the result:

“When I see the blood, I will pass over you…” — Exodus 12:13

Here we see:

a spotless lamb
blood applied
deliverance from judgment

  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 29/81



This is not just history.

It is a shadow of redemption through the Lamb.

Paul makes it plain:

“Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.” — 1 Corinthians 5:7

The Blood — The Life Given for Atonement
Under the Law, God defines the principle clearly:

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood… it is the blood that maketh an atonement for
the soul.” — Leviticus 17:11

This establishes a divine law:

 Life must be given
 Blood must be shed
 Atonement requires substitution

But these sacrifices were never the final answer.

They pointed forward.

The Sacrificial System — A Shadow, Not the
Substance
The entire Levitical system functioned as a witness:  EN
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burnt offerings
sin offerings
peace offerings
daily sacrifices

But Scripture makes this clear:

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” —
Hebrews 10:4

Why?

Because these were not the reality.

They were types—pointing to something greater.

The Lamb Revealed in Every Offering
Every sacrifice carried the same message:

 Sin requires atonement
 Life must be given
 Blood must be shed

But more importantly:

 A greater Lamb is coming

John the Baptist declares the fulfillment:

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” — John 1:29  EN
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What was hidden in shadow
is now revealed in substance.

From Shadow to Substance — Christ the
Fulfillment
Jesus did not come to continue the system.

He came to fulfill it.

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law… I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfil.” — Matthew 5:17

Everything in the Law pointed to Him:

the lamb → Christ
the blood → His sacrifice
the priest → His ministry
the altar → the cross

The system was never the destination.

It was the signpost.

The Unified Thread Through Scripture
Now the pattern becomes clear:

Abel → the acceptable sacrifice
Abraham → the promised Lamb

  EN
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Passover → the delivering Lamb
Law → the atoning blood
Christ → the fulfilled Lamb

This is not separate revelation.

It is one unfolding truth.

Declaration — The Lamb Was Always Being
Revealed
The Lamb did not appear suddenly in the New Testament.

He was being revealed:

in Genesis
through the patriarchs
in the Law
through the prophets

Every sacrifice was a whisper:

 “The Lamb is coming.”

Call to the Reader — See the Substance, Not the
Shadow
The danger is to stop at the shadow.

But the invitation is to see the reality.

  EN
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“Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” — Colossians 2:17

You are not called to live in types and symbols.

You are called to see:

the Lamb
the finished work
the reality of redemption

Everything before pointed forward…

Now the substance has come.

 Chapter 5 — The Cross: Manifestation
of an Eternal Work

The Cross Was Not God’s Starting Point
For many, the cross is where redemption begins.

But Scripture reveals something deeper:

The cross is not where God started redemption—
it is where God revealed redemption.

What happened at Calvary was not a new plan being formed…

It was an eternal reality being manifested in time.
  EN
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Christ Appeared at the Appointed Time
Hebrews makes this clear:

“Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself.” — Hebrews 9:26

Notice the language:

 “once”
 “end of the world”
 “appeared”

This was not the beginning.

This was the appointed moment of manifestation.

What had been foreordained before the foundation
was now appearing in time.

Foreordained in Eternity — Manifested in Time
Peter confirms the same pattern:

“Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you.” — 1 Peter 1:20

Two realms again:

Foreordained (eternal)
Manifested (temporal)  EN
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The cross belongs to the realm of manifestation.

The plan belongs to the realm of eternity.

“It Is Finished” — The Revelation of Completion
When Jesus cried:

“It is finished.” — John 19:30

He was not beginning a work.

He was declaring the completion of a work already established in God.

This statement is not about effort…

It is about revelation.

What was finished in God before time
was now finished in manifestation before men.

The Once-for-All Sacrifice
The book of Hebrews emphasizes this truth repeatedly:

“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.” — Hebrews 10:10

And again:  EN
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“For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” — Hebrews
10:14

This was not:

ongoing
repeated
temporary

This was:

 once
 complete
 eternal

Because it reflects what was already settled in God.

The Lamb Still Standing — The Eternal Reality
John sees something remarkable in Revelation:

“A Lamb as it had been slain…” — Revelation 5:6

Notice:

The Lamb is standing
Yet appears as slain

This means:

The cross is not just a past event.  EN
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It is an eternal reality.

The Lamb is still present in that state—

because what was manifested in time
exists eternally in God.

The Cross Put Away Sin — Not Managed It
Hebrews makes another bold declaration:

“He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” — Hebrews 9:26

Not cover sin.
Not delay sin.
Not manage sin.

 Put away sin

This is not partial.

This is complete.

Because the work reflects the eternal perfection of God’s plan.

God Was in Christ Reconciling the World
Paul reveals what was happening at the cross:

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself…” — 2 Corinthians 5:19
  EN
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This was not God sending help from a distance.

This was God Himself:

entering the situation
fulfilling His own requirement
reconciling all things through Christ

This was not reaction.

This was execution of an eternal plan.

The Cross Reveals the Righteousness of God
Paul explains the purpose behind the cross:

“To declare His righteousness… that He might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus.” — Romans 3:25–26

The cross was a declaration.

It revealed:

God’s justice
God’s mercy
God’s righteousness

Justice was not violated.
Mercy was not compromised.

Both were fulfilled in Christ.  EN
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The Unified Mind of God in the Cross
Now everything aligns:

The Lamb was slain before the foundation
The sacrifices revealed the pattern
The cross manifested the reality
The throne now administers the result

This is one continuous flow.

Not multiple plans—

 one eternal purpose revealed in stages

Declaration — The Cross Was the Unveiling of
Eternity
The cross was not the beginning.

The cross was the unveiling.

What God finished before time
was revealed in time
through the sacrifice of Christ.

The Lamb was never introduced at Calvary.

The Lamb was revealed at Calvary.

  EN
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Call to the Reader — Live from What Is Already
Finished
If the work is finished…

Then you are not striving to obtain it.

You are awakening to it.

“We which have believed do enter into rest…” — Hebrews 4:3

Faith does not create the finished work.

Faith receives it.

The invitation is simple:

Stop striving
Stop trying to earn
Stop living as if it is unfinished

And begin to live from what God has already completed.

 Chapter 6 — The Book Written Before
the Foundation

God’s Plan Was Written Before Time Began
Scripture reveals that God does not operate without design.  EN
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He does not improvise.
He does not adjust.
He does not revise His intentions.

What God does… He has already determined.

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” — Acts 15:18

Before time began, God’s purpose was already established.

Before creation unfolded, God’s plan was already written.

The Book of Life Was Established Before the
Foundation
John gives us a profound insight:

“Whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” — Revelation 13:8

And again:

“Whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the
world…” — Revelation 17:8

This reveals two inseparable truths:

The Lamb was established before the foundation
The Book was written before the foundation

The plan and the record were already complete.
  EN
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God’s Purpose Includes a People in Christ
Paul confirms this truth:

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world…” —
Ephesians 1:4

Before man existed in time,
God saw a people in Christ.

This was not reaction to sin.

This was eternal purpose.

God did not choose after the fall.

He chose before the foundation.

Foreknowledge and Predestination Reveal
Design, Not Chance
Paul continues:

“For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate… moreover whom He did
predestinate, them He also called… justified… glorified.” — Romans 8:29–30

This is a complete chain:

foreknown
predestined

  EN
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called
justified
glorified

Notice:

It is spoken as complete.

Because in God’s mind, it is already finished.

This is not randomness.

This is design.

God Works All Things According to His Will
Paul makes this even clearer:

“Being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will.” — Ephesians 1:11

“All things” means:

creation
history
redemption
fulfillment

Nothing operates outside of God’s counsel.

This does not remove responsibility—  EN
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It reveals that God’s purpose overrides chaos.

The Book Is Not Reaction — It Is Revelation
The Book of Life is not a record God updates.

It is a revelation of what He already knows.

God is not writing names in real time.

He is revealing what has always been in His purpose.

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”
— Titus 1:2

The promise existed before time.

The Book reflects that promise.

The Lamb and the Book Are One Revelation
Notice how Scripture connects them:

The Lamb slain before the foundation
The Book written before the foundation

These are not separate ideas.

They are one unified truth:  EN
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 The Lamb is the center of the plan
 The Book is the record of that plan

Everything written is written in relation to the Lamb.

The Mystery Revealed in Time
Paul speaks of this as a mystery:

“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will…” — Ephesians 1:9

A mystery is not something God is hiding forever.

It is something previously hidden, now revealed.

What was written before time
is now being made known in time.

Nothing in Your Life Is Outside of God’s
Knowledge
This truth is not just doctrinal—it is personal.

If God knew all things before time…

Then nothing in your life is:

accidental
unknown
outside His purpose

  EN
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“The very hairs of your head are all numbered.” — Matthew 10:30

God’s knowledge is complete.

God’s purpose is secure.

The Unified Thread — From Eternity to
Manifestation
Now we see the full flow:

The Lamb was established before the foundation
The Book was written before the foundation
Creation was built around that purpose
The cross revealed the plan
Time is unveiling what was written

This is not confusion.

This is perfect order.

Declaration — The Plan Was Already Written
God is not writing the story as He goes.

The story was already written.

The Lamb was already established.

The purpose was already set.
  EN
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Nothing is uncertain.

Nothing is unfinished in God.

Call to the Reader — Trust the Eternal Purpose
If the plan was written before time…

Then your life is not without meaning.

You are not drifting through chance.

You are moving within a purpose that was:

known before creation
established in Christ
revealed in time

The invitation is not to fear…

The invitation is to trust the One who has already written the end.

 Chapter 7 — The Plan of the Ages: Time
Reveals What Eternity Settled

Eternity Settled What Time Reveals
God does not use time to decide.  EN
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He uses time to reveal.

What was established in eternity
is progressively unveiled within time.

“Although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” — Hebrews 4:3

This means:

God is not working toward completion
God is revealing what is already complete

Time is not God’s workshop.

Time is God’s revelation stage.

The Mystery Hidden — Now Made Known
Paul describes God’s plan as a mystery:

“To make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God…” — Ephesians 3:9

And then:

“According to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” —
Ephesians 3:11

Notice:

Hidden in God (eternity)
Revealed to man (time)

  EN
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The plan was never missing.

It was hidden until the appointed time of revelation.

God Speaks Progressively Through the Ages
Hebrews gives us the pattern:

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” — Hebrews 1:1–
2

God did not reveal everything at once.

He revealed:

in stages
in measures
in appointed seasons

This is the Plan of the Ages.

The Fullness of Time — The Appointed Moment
Paul reveals divine timing:

“But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son…” — Galatians
4:4

This means:
  EN
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There was a set time
A prepared moment
A divine appointment

Christ did not come randomly.

He came when time had reached its appointed fullness.

The Ages Reveal the Same Eternal Plan
Throughout Scripture, we see a progression:

1. The Law — Preparation
Revealed sin
Established types and shadows

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.” — Galatians 3:24

2. Grace — Manifestation
Christ revealed
Redemption accomplished

“The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” — John 1:17

3. Fullness — Manifestation in the Sons
Life revealed
Christ expressed through His people

  EN
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“Till we all come… unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ.” — Ephesians 4:13

These are not different plans.

They are stages of one unfolding reality.

Order in God’s Plan — Nothing Is Random
Paul shows us divine order:

“Every man in his own order…” — 1 Corinthians 15:23

God does not operate in chaos.

Everything unfolds:

in sequence
in order
in divine timing

Even resurrection itself follows an order.

Time Serves Eternity — Not the Other Way
Around
This is the key to understanding everything:

  EN
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 Eternity governs time
 Time does not govern eternity

God is not waiting on time.

Time is serving the unfolding of God’s eternal purpose.

“That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been…” —
Ecclesiastes 3:15

This verse collapses time into eternity.

What appears to be future
is already established in God.

The Lamb Is the Center of Every Age
In every stage of God’s plan, the Lamb remains central:

In eternity → the Lamb established
In the Law → the Lamb revealed in shadow
In Christ → the Lamb manifested
In Revelation → the Lamb enthroned

“The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it…” — Revelation 22:1

The ages change.

The Lamb does not.

  EN
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The Dispensation of the Fullness of Times
Paul brings it all together:

“That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all
things in Christ…” — Ephesians 1:10

This is the goal:

 All things gathered in Christ

Not scattered.
Not divided.
Not unfinished.

Everything moving toward unity in Him.

The Unified Flow of God’s Plan
Now we see the full structure:

Eternity → The plan established
Time → The plan revealed
Christ → The plan manifested
Fullness → The plan expressed

This is the Plan of the Ages.

Not confusion.

Not contradiction.  EN
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 Progressive revelation of one eternal purpose

Declaration — Time Is Revealing What God
Already Finished
God is not becoming.

God is revealing.

The plan is not developing.

The plan is unfolding.

What was hidden in God
is now being made known in time.

The ages are not creating truth—

They are revealing truth.

Call to the Reader — Align with the Timing of
God
If God is revealing things in stages…

Then we must learn to:

discern timing
receive what is being revealed

  EN
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walk in present truth

“Give us this day our daily bread.” — Matthew 6:11

God feeds according to timing.

Not everything at once—

But exactly what is needed for each stage.

The invitation is not to force revelation…

The invitation is to walk with God in His timing.

 Chapter 8 — The End Declared from the
Beginning

God Begins with the End Already Established
God does not move from uncertainty to clarity.

He begins with completion.

“Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done…” — Isaiah 46:10

This reveals the nature of God:

He does not guess
He does not experiment

  EN
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He does not revise

He declares the end first,
and then unfolds the process in time.

The Beginning Carries the Seed of the End
When God speaks at the beginning,
He is already speaking from the end.

“Let us make man in our image… and let them have dominion…” — Genesis 1:26

Dominion was declared before man ever lived a day.

The end was spoken at the beginning.

Man was not created to fall—

Man was created to fulfill what God had already declared.

God Calls Things That Are Not as Though They
Were
Paul reveals how God speaks:

“God… calleth those things which be not as though they were.” — Romans 4:17

God does not wait for something to appear
before He speaks it.  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 57/81



He speaks from:

certainty
completion
eternal knowledge

What looks like future to us
is already established in Him.

What Has Been Is What Shall Be
Solomon captures this mystery:

“That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been…” —
Ecclesiastes 3:15

Time does not introduce new realities to God.

It reveals what already exists in Him.

The future is not unknown to God.

It is already present in His eternal purpose.

The Pattern of God — Speak, Then Reveal
Throughout Scripture, we see the same pattern:

1. God speaks
2. Time unfolds
  EN
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3. Reality appears

God said:

“Let there be light…” — Genesis 1:3

The light did not create itself.

It appeared because it had already been declared.

This is how God operates in everything:

 Declaration precedes manifestation

The Lamb Was Declared Before It Was Revealed
When we apply this to redemption, everything aligns:

The Lamb was declared before time
The Lamb was revealed through shadows
The Lamb was manifested at the cross
The Lamb is now enthroned

The declaration came first.

The manifestation followed.

God’s Word Cannot Fail
  EN
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Because God declares the end from the beginning,
His Word cannot fail.

“My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” — Isaiah 46:10

And:

“So shall my word be… it shall not return unto me void.” — Isaiah 55:11

This means:

What God declares will happen
What God purposes will stand
What God begins is already complete in Him

The Plan Moves Toward a Determined End
Paul reveals the destination:

“Then cometh the end… that God may be all in all.” — 1 Corinthians 15:24–28

This is the declared end:

 God all in all

Creation is not drifting.

It is moving toward a defined conclusion.

The Lamb Is Central to the End
  EN
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John shows us the final vision:

“The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it…” — Revelation 22:1

The same Lamb:

established before time
revealed through Scripture
manifested at the cross

Is present at the end.

This proves:

 The end matches what God declared from the beginning

The Unified Mind of God from Beginning to End
Now everything comes together:

God declared the end before creation
God spoke purpose at the beginning
God revealed truth through time
God manifests what He already established

There is no contradiction.

There is no deviation.

There is only perfect alignment.
  EN
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Declaration — God Never Deviates from His End
God does not change direction.

God does not lose focus.

God does not abandon His purpose.

The end He declared
is the end He will reveal.

The Lamb at the beginning
is the Lamb at the end.

Call to the Reader — Align with God’s Finished
Vision
If God has already declared the end…

Then your life is not uncertain.

You are moving within a purpose that is already complete.

The invitation is to:

trust His declaration
rest in His purpose
align with His vision

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith…” — Hebrews 12:2
  EN
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He is not just the author—

He is the finisher.

And what He finishes…

He declared from the beginning.

 Chapter 9 — The Lamb on the Throne:
Redemption Now Administered

The Lamb Is Not Just a Past Event
Many see the Lamb only at the cross.

But Scripture reveals the Lamb now—
alive, present, and reigning.

John does not see a memory…

He sees a living reality:

“In the midst of the throne… stood a Lamb as it had been slain.” — Revelation 5:6

The Lamb is:

not lying down → but standing
not removed → but in the midst
not past → but present

  EN
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This means redemption is not just something that happened…

It is something that is being administered now.

The Throne and the Lamb Are One
Administration
John continues:

“The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it…” — Revelation 22:1

There are not two governments.

There is one:

 The throne of God
 The throne of the Lamb

This reveals:

authority
rulership
ongoing administration

The Lamb is not separate from God’s rule—

The Lamb is the expression of that rule.

We Have a Present High Priest  EN
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Hebrews makes this present reality clear:

“We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens.” — Hebrews 8:1

Not “we will have.”
Not “we once had.”

 We have

Right now.

The Lamb who was slain
is now functioning as:

High Priest
Mediator
Administrator of redemption

He Ever Lives to Intercede
This ministry is ongoing:

“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost… seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them.” — Hebrews 7:25

“Ever liveth” means:

 continuous
 ongoing
 unending  EN

3/17/26, 6:05 PM The Atonement — The Lamb Slain Before The Foundation

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/atonement-lamb-slain-before/ 65/81



The work is finished—

But the administration of that finished work continues.

The Lamb Has Redeemed and Made Kings and
Priests
John hears the declaration in heaven:

“Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God… and hast made us unto our God
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” — Revelation 5:9–10

Notice:

redemption is accomplished
identity is established
rulership is assigned

The Lamb does not just save—

 The Lamb establishes government

Redemption Is Now Being Applied
What was accomplished at the cross
is now being:

revealed
applied
experienced
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Paul says:

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.” — Romans 8:2

This is present reality.

Not future.

Not theoretical.

 Active now

The Throne Is a Throne of Grace
Because the Lamb is on the throne,
the nature of the throne is revealed:

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace…” — Hebrews 4:16

Not a throne of fear.
Not a throne of uncertainty.

 A throne of grace

Why?

Because the Lamb is there.

The River Flows from the Throne
  EN
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John sees the result of this administration:

“A pure river of water of life… proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.”
— Revelation 22:1

From the throne flows:

life
healing
restoration

This is not static.

This is flowing, active, ongoing.

The Lamb’s Reign Is Until All Is Fulfilled
Paul reveals the ongoing purpose:

“For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet.” — 1 Corinthians
15:25

This means:

the reign is active
the process is unfolding
the purpose is moving toward completion

The Lamb is not passive.

The Lamb is ruling.  EN
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The Unified Reality — From Cross to Throne
Now we see the full picture:

The Lamb was slain before the foundation
The Lamb was manifested at the cross
The Lamb is now enthroned
The Lamb is administering redemption

This is not three different realities.

This is one continuous truth.

Declaration — The Lamb Is Reigning Now
The Lamb is not waiting to reign.

The Lamb is reigning now.

Redemption is not waiting to begin.

Redemption is being administered now.

The throne is not distant.

The throne is active.

Call to the Reader — Live Under the Government
of the Lamb  EN
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If the Lamb is on the throne…

Then your life is not under chaos.

It is under:

grace
authority
divine administration

The invitation is to:

come boldly
receive freely
live under His rule

“And they which receive abundance of grace… shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.”
— Romans 5:17

You are not waiting for the Lamb to reign.

You are being invited to live under His reign now.

 Chapter 10 — Call to the Sons: Live
from What Was Already Finished

The Invitation Is Not to Strive — But to See
After everything we have seen…

  EN
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The Lamb before time
The plan established
The cross manifested
The throne administering

There is one conclusion:

 The work is finished.

Yet many still live as though it is not.

They strive.
They struggle.
They attempt to earn what God has already completed.

But the invitation of the Gospel is not effort—

It is revelation.

“We which have believed do enter into rest…” — Hebrews 4:3

Rest comes when you see what is already true.

You Are Not Moving Toward Completion — You
Are Awakening to It
Religion teaches progression toward acceptance.

Scripture reveals something different:
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“For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” — Hebrews
10:14

Not improving…
Not gradually becoming acceptable…

 Perfected forever

This is not future.

This is a finished reality revealed through faith.

Justification Is Not Future — It Is Present
Paul declares:

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” — Romans 5:1

Not “we will have.”

 We have

Peace is not something we earn.

It is something we enter when we believe.

There Is Now No Condemnation
The finished work removes condemnation completely:
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“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus…” —
Romans 8:1

Not later.
Not after improvement.

 Now

Condemnation is not from God.

It is the result of not seeing what God has already done.

You Are Complete in Christ
Paul makes it unmistakable:

“And ye are complete in Him…” — Colossians 2:10

Not lacking.
Not deficient.
Not waiting to be finished.

 Complete

This is your position in Christ.

Faith Receives — It Does Not Create
Faith is often misunderstood.
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Faith does not:

produce the finished work
add to the finished work
improve the finished work

Faith simply:

 receives what is already finished

“For by grace are ye saved through faith… it is the gift of God.” — Ephesians 2:8

Faith is the doorway into what God has already done.

The Rest of God Is Entered Through Belief
The writer of Hebrews explains:

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” — Hebrews 4:9

And:

“He that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased from his own works…” —
Hebrews 4:10

Rest is not inactivity.

It is the cessation of striving to earn what is already given.

Live from the Throne — Not Toward It
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The Lamb is already on the throne.

And Scripture says:

“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.” — Ephesians 2:6

You are not climbing toward the throne.

 You are seated in Christ.

This is not future.

This is present reality.

The Life of Christ Is Now Your Life
Paul declares:

“Christ liveth in me…” — Galatians 2:20

And:

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear…” — Colossians 3:4

Christ is not just your Savior.

 Christ is your life.

The finished work is not external.
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It is internal reality.

The Manifestation Comes from What Is Already
Finished
What God finished must now be revealed in life.

Paul says:

“The manifestation of the sons of God…” — Romans 8:19

Manifestation is not creating something new.

It is revealing what is already true.

The Unified Reality — From Eternity to
Experience
Now we see the full journey:

Eternity → The plan established
Time → The plan revealed
Cross → The plan manifested
Throne → The plan administered
Sons → The plan expressed

This is the full counsel of God.
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Declaration — It Is Finished, and Now It Is
Revealed
The work is finished.

The Lamb has been slain.

The plan has been fulfilled.

The throne is established.

Now it is being revealed…

Through those who see.

Call to the Reader — Step Into the Finished
Reality
You are not waiting for God to act.

God has already acted.

You are not waiting for completion.

Completion is already established.

The invitation is simple:

Believe
Receive
Rest
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Walk in what is already true

“According as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness…” — 2 Peter 1:3

All things have already been given.

Now they must be seen and lived.

Final Call — Live as a Son, Not a Seeker
You are not a beggar trying to obtain something from God.

You are a son awakening to what has already been given.

The Lamb was slain before the foundation.

The work was finished before time.

Now the call is clear:

 Live from it.

Atonement: By Carl Timothy Wray
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1. The Atonement — The Legal Mind of God in Redemption
2. The Atonement — The Legal Mind of God in Redemption 2
3. The Atonement — The Blood on the Mercy Seat Revealed
4. The Atonement — The Altar and the Place of Divine Exchange
5. The Atonement — The Priesthood and the Divine Order of Mediation
6. The Finished Work of Christ: Meaning, Key Scriptures & FAQs
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