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 Gospel of Grace: Author
By Carl Timothy Wray

Carl Timothy Wray is a prolific author and teacher dedicated to unveiling the full
counsel of God through the finished work of Jesus Christ. His writings reveal the
unity of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation, emphasizing the Gospel of Grace, the
atonement, the Book of Revelation, and the believer’s identity as a son seated in
Christ. Through hundreds of published works, Carl equips readers to move beyond
religious striving into the reality of union with Christ—where life, righteousness, and
fruit flow not by human effort, but by divine nature. His message is clear: Christ is
not merely helping your life—He is your life.

The Gospel of Grace — I Am the Vine, You Are the Branches reveals the true
meaning of John 15 through the finished work of Christ. This book answers the
question “What does I am the vine, you are the branches mean?” by unveiling union
with Christ, abiding in Him, and the end of self-effort. Rooted in the Gospel of Grace,
this teaching shows how believers are not called to produce fruit through works, but
to rest in Christ as the source of all life. Covering key themes like abiding in Christ,
the fruit of the Spirit, grace vs works, and identity in Christ, this book brings clarity,
freedom, and transformation through the full counsel of God from Genesis to
Revelation.
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1. New Book 2. Download Free PDF

 Introduction — The End of Striving, The
Beginning of Life
There is a statement Jesus made that has been quoted for generations—but rarely
understood:

“I am the vine, you are the branches…”

Most have heard it.
Many have taught it.
But few have seen it through the lens of grace.
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Because when this passage is read through the wrong lens, it becomes a burden
instead of a revelation.

It turns into:

“Stay connected or you’ll fail”
“Try harder to produce fruit”
“Maintain your spiritual life”

And without realizing it, what was meant to reveal union
becomes another system of effort.

But that is not the Gospel of Grace.

The Gospel of Grace does not teach man how to produce for God.

It reveals that:

God has already placed man in Christ—and now Christ lives through him.

This is the difference between religion and reality.

Religion says:

“Do more so you can become.”

Grace says:

“You have been placed in Him—now let Him live.”

When Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches,”
He was not giving you a command to try harder.  EN
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He was unveiling a divine structure of life.

A branch does not struggle to produce fruit.
A branch does not wake up trying to be fruitful.
A branch does not labor to become something.

A branch simply abides in the vine—
and fruit happens.

This changes everything.

Because if Christ is truly the vine…
and you are truly the branch…

Then the pressure is off of you forever.

No more striving.
No more measuring.
No more trying to become what He has already made you.

Only one reality remains:

His life flowing through you.

This book is not a call to do more.

It is a call to see clearly.

To see:

Where you are
Who your life is
And how fruit truly comes
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We will walk this truth from Genesis to Revelation, uncovering how God has always
intended man to live—not by independent effort, but by divine union.

Because the day you see this clearly is the day everything shifts.

The struggle ends.

The flow begins.

And what you could never produce in your own strength…
begins to appear naturally—

because the Vine is finally being allowed to live through the branch.

 Chapter 1 — The Vine Revealed: Christ
the Source of All Life

 The First Revelation — Life Has Only One
Source
John 15:1–5

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman… I am the vine, ye are the
branches…”

Jesus does not begin with instruction—
He begins with identity and source.

He does not say:  EN
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“I will help you grow”
“I will assist your life”
“I will strengthen your efforts”

He says:

“I am the vine.”

This is absolute.

Not a helper.
Not a contributor.
Not a partner.

The source.

 The Gospel of Grace Begins Here
Before you ever talk about fruit…
before you ever talk about abiding…

You must settle this:

There is only one life in the Kingdom—and it is Christ.

Colossians 1:16–17

“For by him were all things created… and by him all things consist.”

John 1:4

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.”
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Acts 17:28

“For in him we live, and move, and have our being…”

Grace reveals something religion hides:

You do not have a life that God is improving.

Christ is your life.

 Not Addition — Replacement
This is where the shift happens.

The Gospel of Grace is not:

God adding strength to your life
God helping you do better
God improving your condition

The Gospel of Grace is:

The replacement of your life with His.

1 Corinthians 8:6

“…of whom are all things, and we in him…”

So when Jesus says:

“I am the vine”  EN
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He is not saying:

“I will help your branch grow”

He is saying:

“Apart from me, there is no life at all.”

 The End of Independent Living
The illusion of the fallen mind is this:

“I have a life, and I need God to help it.”

But Jesus destroys that illusion in one sentence:

“Without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

Not “less.”
Not “struggle more.”

Nothing.

This is not correction—it is revelation.

Because the branch has:

No independent ability
No separate source
No life of its own
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 The Branch Was Never the Source
Think about it.

A branch:

Does not generate life
Does not create fruit
Does not sustain itself

Everything it “produces” is actually:

what it receives

This is the picture Jesus is giving.

And this is why grace is so offensive to the natural mind.

Because it removes:

Boasting
Effort
Self-credit

And replaces it with one reality:

Everything comes from Him.

 Christ Is Not Outside of You — He Is Your Life
This is where the revelation deepens.  EN
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Jesus is not just the vine in heaven—

He is the vine within you.

Colossians 3:4

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear…”

Not your helper.
Not your influence.

Your life.

This means:

Your strength = Him
Your righteousness = Him
Your fruit = Him

There is no “separate stream” called you.

There is only:

Christ expressing Himself through you

 The Foundation of Everything That Follows
If this chapter is not seen clearly,
everything else will be misunderstood.

Because if you think:  EN
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You are the source → you will strive
You are the producer → you will perform
You are responsible → you will carry pressure

But when you see:

He is the vine…

Then everything shifts.

You stop asking:

“How do I produce?”

And you start realizing:

“I am connected to the source of all life.”

 Declaration — The Vine Alone Is My Life
Christ is my source.
Christ is my life.
Christ is my everything.

I am not the origin—He is.
I am not the producer—He is.

I cease from striving…
and I acknowledge the Vine.

  EN
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 Call to Action — See It Clearly
Right now, don’t move past this.

Sit here.

Let this settle:

There is only one life—and it is Christ.

Ask yourself:

Where have I been living as if I am the source?
Where have I been trying to produce instead of receive?

Then shift:

“You are the vine… and I am in You.”

Stay there.

Because once this is seen…

Everything else in this book will open up.

 Chapter 2 — The Branch Defined: Man
as the Expression of Another Life

  EN
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 The Second Revelation — The Branch Has No
Life of Its Own
John 15:5

“I am the vine, ye are the branches…”

Jesus didn’t just reveal who He is—
He revealed who you are.

Not the vine.
Not the source.

The branch.

This is not a lesser identity—
it is a dependent identity.

And grace begins where independence ends.

 The Design of Man — Made to Contain, Not
Produce
From the very beginning, God revealed this pattern.

Genesis 2:7

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”

Man did not create life.
  EN
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Man received life.

He was formed as a vessel—
designed to be filled, not to originate.

So the branch was always meant to be:

an expression of what flows into it

 Union Defined — One Life, Two Expressions
1 Corinthians 6:17

“He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”

This is not connection—
this is union.

The vine and the branch are not:

Two separate lives working together

They are:

One life expressed in two forms

Just like:

The root is unseen
The branch is visible

But both carry:

  EN
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the same life

 The Death of “I” — The Beginning of True
Life
Galatians 2:20

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…”

This is the mystery of the branch.

You live…
but not as the source.

You function…
but not as the origin.

“Not I… but Christ.”

This is where grace separates from religion completely.

Religion says:

“You live for God.”

Grace says:

“Christ lives through you.”

  EN
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 Your Identity Is Not Independent — It Is
Derived
Colossians 3:4

“When Christ, who is our life…”

Your identity is not:

Self-generated
Self-sustained
Self-defined

Your identity is:

Christ expressed through you

Just like a branch:

It has shape
It has form
It has visibility

But its entire existence is:

defined by what flows through it

 The Freedom of Being a Branch
This is where pressure breaks off.

  EN
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Because if you are the branch:

You are not responsible to:

Produce life
Create fruit
Sustain anything

You are positioned to:

receive and express

That’s it.

No burden.
No pressure.
No striving.

Only:

participation in His life

 The Lie of Independence
The enemy has always pushed one lie:

“You can be something in yourself.”

From the garden to now, the deception is the same:

Be your own source
Define your own life

  EN
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Produce your own identity

But Jesus crushes that with one truth:

“You are the branch.”

And the branch can never become the vine.

 The Beauty of Expression — Christ Seen
Through You
The branch is where the vine becomes visible.

Without the branch:

The fruit is not seen
The life is not displayed

So you are not insignificant—

You are the expression point of Christ in the earth

His love through you
His words through you
His life through you

Not by effort…

but by flow

  EN
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 Declaration — I Am the Branch of the Living
Vine
I am not the source—I am the branch.
I do not produce—I receive and express.

My life is not my own—
Christ is my life.

Not I… but Christ.

 Call to Action — Let Go of Being the Source
Right now, release this:

The need to perform
The need to produce
The need to be “something” in yourself

And receive this:

You are the branch of a living vine.

Let Him be the source.

Let Him be the life.

Let Him be everything.

  EN
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 Chapter 3 — The Gospel of Grace: The
End of Self-Production

 The Third Revelation — Grace and Works
Cannot Mix
Romans 11:6

“And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace…”

This is not a suggestion—
this is a divine line drawn in stone.

It’s not:

Mostly grace with a little effort
God helps you do your part
You start it, and He finishes it

It is:

Grace… or works. Never both.

And if you misunderstand this,
you will read “I am the vine” as a command to perform.

 Self-Production Is the Root of Religion
Religion teaches:

  EN
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“You must bear fruit”
“You must grow spiritually”
“You must become righteous”

And it sounds right…
until you realize what it’s doing.

It is placing the burden of production on the branch.

But Jesus already said:

“Without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

So if you are trying to produce anything for God—

you are operating outside of grace

 Grace Produces — Man Does Not
Ephesians 2:8–9

“For by grace are ye saved through faith… not of works…”

Titus 3:5

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us…”

Grace is not just how you start—

Grace is how everything is produced.  EN
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That means:

You were not saved by your effort
You are not sustained by your effort
You will not produce fruit by your effort

Everything in the Kingdom flows from one source:

God working through you

 The Bankruptcy of Human Effort
Romans 4:4–5

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt…”

If you produce it—

You get the credit
You carry the burden
You sustain the pressure

But grace removes all of that.

Because grace says:

You have nothing to produce—only something to receive

 Falling from Grace — Returning to Self-Effort  EN
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Galatians 5:4

“…ye are fallen from grace.”

Notice—this doesn’t mean:

Losing salvation

It means:

Falling back into self-production

Anytime you move into:

“I must do better”
“I must produce more”
“I must become something”

You just stepped out of grace
and back into works.

 The Cross Ended Your Ability to Produce
This is the part many miss.

The cross did not just forgive you—

It ended you as a source.

Your ability to produce righteousness, life, or fruit
was nailed to the cross.  EN
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So what remains?

Christ as your life.

Not helping you…

replacing you as the source

 The Only Way Fruit Comes
Let’s make it plain.

Fruit does not come from:

Discipline alone
Effort
Trying harder

Fruit comes from:

Abiding in the Vine, where grace flows freely

Because the moment you try to produce fruit—

You just stepped out of the flow that produces it.

 The Great Exchange — From Doing to Being
Grace is the great exchange:  EN
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From doing → to being
From producing → to receiving
From striving → to resting

You are no longer:

A worker trying to please God

You are:

A branch through which God expresses Himself

 Declaration — I Cease from My Works
I cease from my works.
I release my effort.
I lay down my striving.

I am not the producer—
Christ is my life.

Grace is my source.
Grace is my supply.
Grace is my fruit.

 Call to Action — Come Out of Self-Production
Right now—make the shift.

Where have you been:  EN
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Trying to produce fruit?
Measuring your performance?
Carrying pressure to become?

Lay it down.

Because the truth is:

You were never called to produce anything for God.

You were called to:

Abide in Christ—and let Him produce everything through you.

 Chapter 4 — Placed in the Vine: The
Finished Work of Christ

 The Fourth Revelation — You Did Not Place
Yourself in Christ
1 Corinthians 1:30

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus…”

This verse destroys self-effort at the root.

It does not say:

“You chose your place in Christ”
“You worked your way into the vine”

  EN
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“You maintained your position”

It says:

“Of Him… are ye in Christ.”

This means:

God did it
God initiated it
God completed it

You are not trying to get into the vine—

you were placed there by grace

 The Finished Work Is Your Position
The Gospel of Grace is not just forgiveness—

It is placement.

Ephesians 1:3–6

“Blessed be the God… who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ…”

Notice:

Not “will bless”
Not “might bless”  EN
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“Hath blessed”

This is finished.

Everything you need
has already been placed in Christ.

And where are you?

In Him.

 Union Was God’s Idea, Not Yours
John 17:21–23

“…that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee…”

Jesus prayed for something that was not dependent on human effort.

He revealed something eternal:

God’s desire has always been union

Not visitation.
Not occasional connection.

Oneness.

And that oneness was fulfilled
through the finished work of Christ.

  EN
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 Buried and Raised Into the Vine
Romans 6:5

“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection…”

The cross was not just an event—

It was a transition of identity.

The old man died
The independent life ended
The self-producing nature was buried

And what came forth?

A new life—rooted in Christ

You were not improved.

You were replanted.

 Complete in Him — Nothing Missing
Colossians 2:10

“And ye are complete in him…”

Not becoming complete.
Not growing into completeness.  EN
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Complete.

Right now.

This means:

Nothing needs to be added
Nothing needs to be earned
Nothing needs to be achieved

Because your position is not based on your performance—

it is based on His finished work

 Abiding Is Recognition, Not Maintenance
This changes how you see everything.

Abiding is not:

Trying to stay in Christ
Holding on to your position
Maintaining connection

Abiding is:

Recognizing where God has already placed you

You don’t wake up and “get into the vine.”

You wake up and realize:  EN
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“I never left.”

 The Security of Grace
If you didn’t place yourself in Christ—

Then you cannot remove yourself either.

Because your position is not sustained by:

Your strength
Your consistency
Your effort

It is sustained by:

God’s finished work

This is the security of grace.

 The End of Trying to Get There
So many are trying to:

Get closer to God
Get deeper in Christ
Enter into something spiritual

But grace says:
  EN
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You are already there.

The branch is not trying to reach the vine—

it is already in it

 Declaration — I Am Placed in Christ by God
I did not place myself in Christ—God did.
I do not sustain this union—He does.

I am in the Vine.
I am complete in Him.
I am established by grace.

Nothing missing.
Nothing lacking.
Nothing to earn.

 Call to Action — Stop Trying to Get Where
You Already Are
Right now—end the striving.

Where have you been:

Trying to get closer to God?
Trying to enter into something deeper?
Trying to reach a spiritual place?  EN
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Stop.

And see this:

You have already been placed in Christ by God Himself.

Rest there.

Because once this is settled—

Everything begins to flow naturally.

 Chapter 5 — Abiding in the Vine:
Resting in Union, Not Striving

 The Fifth Revelation — Abiding Is Not Effort
John 15:4–5

“Abide in me, and I in you… as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine…”

This is one of the most misunderstood words Jesus ever spoke.

“Abide.”

Religion hears:

“Try to stay connected”
“Hold on to God”

  EN
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“Maintain your spiritual life”

But grace hears something completely different:

“Rest in where you already are.”

Abiding is not something you do to remain in Christ.

It is something you realize because you are already in Him.

 Abiding Begins Where Striving Ends
If you turn abiding into effort—

You just stepped out of it.

Because abiding is not:

Straining to stay spiritual
Trying to feel close to God
Working to maintain connection

Abiding is:

The cessation of self-effort

Hebrews 4:9–11

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God… he also hath ceased from his
own works…”

This is the doorway.

  EN
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You don’t abide by doing more—

you abide by ceasing from your own works

 Stillness Is the Language of Abiding
Psalm 46:10

“Be still, and know that I am God…”

Stillness is not inactivity—

It is confidence in the source.

It is the branch saying:

“I trust the vine to supply everything.”

No panic.
No pressure.
No striving.

Just:

resting in the flow of divine life

 The Great Invitation — Rest, Not Effort
Matthew 11:28–30  EN
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“Come unto me… and I will give you rest… for my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

Jesus did not invite you into:

Hard labor
Constant striving
Endless effort

He invited you into:

Rest.

And rest is the environment where abiding happens.

 In Quietness and Confidence
Isaiah 30:15

“…in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength…”

Notice:

Strength does not come from:

Trying harder
Doing more
Pushing forward

Strength comes from:

quiet confidence in the Vine

  EN
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The branch does not strain to receive life—

it trusts the flow

 Abiding Is Awareness of Union
Let’s make it simple.

Abiding is:

Living with the awareness that Christ is your life

Not visiting Him.
Not reaching for Him.

Living from Him.

This means:

When you speak → He is your life
When you move → He is your strength
When you act → He is your source

Abiding is not an action—

it is an awareness

 What Breaks Abiding
Abiding is not fragile—but your awareness of it can be.

  EN
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Here’s what disrupts it:

Self-effort
Performance thinking
Condemnation
Measuring yourself

The moment you think:

“I need to do something to get back into God”

You just stepped into illusion.

Because the truth is:

You never left the Vine.

 The Simplicity of Abiding
The Kingdom is not complicated.

Abiding looks like this:

Trusting instead of striving
Resting instead of working
Receiving instead of producing

It is the branch simply remaining:

where it has already been placed
  EN
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 Declaration — I Abide in the Vine
I do not strive—I rest.
I do not produce—I receive.
I do not reach—I remain.

Christ is my life.
Christ is my source.

I abide in Him.

 Call to Action — Enter the Rest
Right now—step into this.

Where have you been:

Trying to stay spiritual?
Working to feel close to God?
Carrying pressure to maintain something?

Let it go.

And receive this truth:

You are already in the Vine.

Now…

Rest there.

Because when you truly abide—
  EN
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The life of Christ begins to flow effortlessly.

 Chapter 6 — The Flow of Life: Christ
Living Through the Branch

 The Sixth Revelation — It Is Christ Living
Through You
Galatians 2:20

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…”

This is the reality of the branch.

You are alive…
but not as the source.

You function…
but not as the origin.

“Not I… but Christ.”

This is not symbolic.

This is the actual life you are living now.

 The Life You Live Is Not Your Own  EN
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Most believers still think like this:

“I am living my life for God.”

But grace reveals:

You are not living for God—God is living through you.

The shift is everything.

From:

Effort → flow
Performance → expression
Striving → manifestation

 God Working Within — The Hidden Flow
Philippians 2:13

“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

Look at this carefully.

He gives the desire (to will)
He performs the action (to do)

So what part is left for you to produce?

None.

You are not generating anything—
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you are experiencing what He is doing within you

 Out of Your Belly Shall Flow
John 7:38

“He that believeth on me… out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

This is not effort.

This is overflow.

The life of Christ does not trickle—

it flows

And it flows:

Naturally
Continuously
Powerfully

When the branch is abiding,
the river has no resistance.

 Christ in You — The Source Within
Colossians 1:27

“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
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This is the mystery.

The vine is not just above you—

the vine is within you

So the flow is not:

External help

It is:

Internal life expressing outwardly

 The Vessel and the Treasure
2 Corinthians 4:7

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels…”

You are the vessel.

He is the treasure.

The vessel does not produce treasure—

it carries it

And when the vessel yields…

the treasure becomes visible
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 Effort Stops the Flow — Yielding Releases It
Here’s the key.

The flow is not something you create—

it is something you allow

When you move into:

Effort
Control
Self-production

You restrict the awareness of flow.

But when you yield:

the life of Christ moves freely

 The Evidence of the Flow
When Christ is living through you, things begin to appear:

Words that carry life
Peace that passes understanding
Love that is not forced
Wisdom beyond your own thinking

And you recognize:
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“This is not coming from me.”

That’s the evidence.

 The River Cannot Be Manufactured
You cannot:

Fake the flow
Manufacture the life
Produce the power

Because the river only comes from one place:

The Vine.

And when the branch abides—

the river flows automatically

 Declaration — Christ Lives Through Me
It is not I, but Christ.
He is my life.
He is my flow.

I yield to His movement.
I trust His life within me.

Out of me flows His river.
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 Call to Action — Yield to the Flow
Right now—become aware.

Where have you been:

Trying to make something happen?
Forcing spiritual results?
Producing instead of yielding?

Stop.

And shift into this truth:

Christ is already living in you.

Now…

Let Him flow.

Because when the flow is unhindered—

The life of the Vine becomes visible in the branch.

 Chapter 7 — The Father’s Pruning:
Removing All That Is Not Grace

  EN

4/17/26, 7:05 AM The Gospel Of Grace — I Am The Vine, You Are The Branches

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-i-am-the-vine/ 47/78



 The Seventh Revelation — The Father Cuts
What Grace Has Replaced
John 15:2

“Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”

Notice this carefully.

The branch is already:

In the vine
Bearing fruit

And yet the Father still prunes.

Why?

Not to produce life—but to remove everything that hinders its flow

 Pruning Is Not Punishment — It Is Precision
Religion teaches pruning as:

God correcting you
God disciplining you harshly
God dealing with your failures

But grace reveals:

Pruning is not punishment—it is refinement
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The Father is not angry with the branch.

He is:

perfecting the expression of the Vine

 What the Father Removes
The Father does not remove you from Christ—

He removes what is not Christ.

That includes:

Self-effort
Religious striving
False identity
Mixture of law and grace
Confidence in the flesh

Because anything that comes from you…

interferes with what flows from Him

 The Fire That Reveals the Source
1 Corinthians 3:13–15

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall
be revealed by fire…”
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This fire is not destruction of the believer—

It is the exposure of the source.

What came from Christ → remains
What came from self → is burned

So pruning is simply:

God revealing what is Him… and what is not

 The Loving Discipline of the Father
Hebrews 12:6–11

“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth…”

This is not wrath—

This is love refining expression.

The Father sees the branch
as one with the Vine.

So He removes anything that says otherwise.

 The Refiner’s Fire
Malachi 3:2–3  EN
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“For he is like a refiner’s fire… and he shall purify…”

The refiner does not destroy the gold—

He removes the impurities.

And that’s exactly what the Father is doing:

Removing everything that is not Christ in expression

 Loss That Leads to Gain
Philippians 3:7–8

“…what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ…”

Sometimes pruning feels like loss.

Loss of confidence in yourself
Loss of old identity
Loss of what you thought was “working”

But what is really happening?

You are losing what was never the source

So that:

only Christ remains

  EN

4/17/26, 7:05 AM The Gospel Of Grace — I Am The Vine, You Are The Branches

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-i-am-the-vine/ 51/78



 Why Pruning Increases Fruit
The more self is removed—

The more clearly Christ is seen.

The less mixture—

The greater the flow.

Because the branch is no longer:

Competing
Interfering
Producing

It is simply:

expressing the pure life of the Vine

 The Freedom of Being Refined
When you understand pruning through grace:

You stop resisting it.
You stop fearing it.

And you begin to see:

Everything God removes is something you were never meant to carry
  EN

4/17/26, 7:05 AM The Gospel Of Grace — I Am The Vine, You Are The Branches

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-i-am-the-vine/ 52/78



 Declaration — Only Christ Remains
Let everything not of Christ be removed.
Let every false source fall away.

I do not cling to self—
I yield to the Vine.

Only Christ is my life.
Only Christ is my expression.

 Call to Action — Yield to the Pruning
Right now—don’t resist this.

Ask yourself:

Where am I still relying on myself?
Where is there mixture of grace and effort?
What am I holding onto that is not Christ?

And release it.

Because the Father is not taking something from you—

He is revealing Christ through you.

 Chapter 8 — The Fruit of the Vine: The
Life of Christ Manifested  EN
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 The Eighth Revelation — Fruit Is the Life of
Christ Made Visible
John 15:8

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit…”

Fruit is not effort.

Fruit is not performance.

Fruit is:

The invisible life of Christ becoming visible through the branch

The Vine is unseen…
the branch reveals what is flowing within it.

 Fruit Does Not Come From You
This must be settled fully.

Fruit is not:

Your goodness
Your discipline
Your spiritual effort

Galatians 5:22–23

“But the fruit of the Spirit is…”
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Not the fruit of:

your willpower
your consistency
your striving

The fruit of the Spirit

That means:

Every true fruit originates in Him, not you

 The Nature of the Fruit
When the Vine flows freely, fruit appears:

Love that is not forced
Joy that is not circumstantial
Peace that is not fragile
Patience that is not strained
Goodness that is not performed

This is not behavior modification.

This is divine nature expressed

 Fruit Is Evidence, Not a Goal
Many chase fruit.
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But fruit is not something you pursue—

it is something that proves what you are connected to

Matthew 7:16–20

“Ye shall know them by their fruits…”

Fruit reveals:

The source
The life
The nature

So instead of asking:

“How do I produce fruit?”

Grace asks:

“What is flowing through me?”

 Much Fruit Comes From Abiding, Not Striving
John 15:5

“…he that abideth in me… the same bringeth forth much fruit…”

Notice:

Not “he that tries harder”
Not “he that disciplines himself more”
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He that abides

The result?

Much fruit

So the equation is simple:

Abiding → Flow → Fruit

 Fruit That Remains
Colossians 1:10

“…being fruitful in every good work…”

Philippians 1:11

“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ…”

Notice that last phrase:

“By Jesus Christ”

That means:

The origin is Him
The power is Him
The manifestation is Him

And because it comes from Him—  EN
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it remains

 The Difference Between Manufactured Fruit
and True Fruit
There is a difference.

Manufactured fruit:
Forced behavior
Temporary change
Rooted in effort
Easily shaken

True fruit:
Effortless expression
Rooted in life
Sustained by grace
Unshakable

Because one comes from you…

and one comes from the Vine

 The Glory of the Father
Why does fruit matter?

Because:  EN
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Fruit reveals the Father

When Christ flows through you:

The world sees His love
The world experiences His life
The world encounters His nature

And the Father is glorified—

not by your effort, but by His life in you

 The Simplicity of Bearing Fruit
Let’s bring it all together.

You don’t produce fruit.

You don’t chase fruit.

You don’t force fruit.

You:

Abide in the Vine

And when you do…

fruit happens
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 Declaration — The Fruit of Christ Flows
Through Me
I do not produce fruit—Christ is my fruit.
I do not strive—His life flows through me.

Love flows.
Peace flows.
Life flows.

Because the Vine lives in me.

 Call to Action — Stop Chasing Fruit, Start
Abiding
Right now—shift your focus.

Instead of asking:

“How do I love more?”
“How do I have more peace?”
“How do I produce more fruit?”

Ask this:

“Am I abiding in the Vine?”

Because if the answer is yes—

Fruit is already on the way.  EN
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 Chapter 9 — The War Against Abiding:
Law, Effort, and Separation Thinking

 The Ninth Revelation — The Battle Is for Your
Awareness of Union
The enemy is not fighting to remove you from Christ—

He is fighting to remove your awareness of being in Him.

Because if you forget where you are…

You will start trying to become what you already are.

And the moment that happens—

Abiding is replaced with striving.

 Law Thinking Pulls You Out of Rest
Galatians 3:1–3

“Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”

This is the trap.

You start in grace…
then slowly drift into:  EN
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Effort
Performance
Self-improvement

And without realizing it, you begin to think:

“I must perfect what God started.”

But grace says:

What God started, God finishes.

 The Illusion of Self-Improvement
Law thinking always centers on you:

“I need to grow”
“I need to do better”
“I need to become more spiritual”

But the Gospel of Grace reveals:

Christ is already your life—what are you improving?

This is the deception.

It sounds humble…

…but it is rooted in:

self as the source  EN
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 Dead Works vs Living Flow
Colossians 2:20–23

“…touch not; taste not; handle not…”

These are the systems of law:

Rules
Restrictions
External control

They look spiritual—

But they produce:

Dead works

Because anything that originates from you…

cannot carry the life of Christ

 The Weakness of the Flesh
Romans 7:18

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing…”

This is the final verdict on self-effort.

Not “a little good.”
Not “needs improvement.”
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No good thing.

So why try to produce from something
God has already declared empty?

 The Subtlety of the Enemy
2 Corinthians 11:3

“…as the serpent beguiled Eve… so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ.”

Notice—

The attack is not always obvious.

It is subtle.

It comes as:

“Try a little harder”
“Be more disciplined”
“Do more for God”

And it sounds right…

until you realize:

It has shifted your focus from Christ to yourself
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 The Just Shall Live by Faith
Hebrews 10:38

“Now the just shall live by faith…”

Faith is not:

Trying harder
Producing results
Becoming something

Faith is:

Trusting the Vine to be your life

The moment you move into effort—

You step out of faith
and into works.

 Separation Thinking — The Root Lie
At the core of all striving is one lie:

“I am separate, and I must bridge the gap.”

But grace declares:

There is no separation.

You are:

  EN
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In Christ
One with Him
Joined to Him

So the entire system of striving collapses
when you see:

You were never separate to begin with

 The Simplicity That Protects You
The protection against all of this is simple:

Abide in the truth of union

Not complicated.

Not complex.

Just:

Christ is my life
I am in Him
He flows through me

And everything else falls away.

 Declaration — I Reject the Lie of Self-Effort
  EN
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I reject striving.
I reject performance.
I reject self-production.

I am not separate—I am one with Christ.
I do not improve myself—I trust His life.

I live by faith in the Vine.

 Call to Action — Guard Your Mind in Grace
Right now—be honest:

Where has subtle thinking crept in?

“I need to do more”
“I need to be better”
“I need to fix something”

Catch it.

And replace it with truth:

Christ is my life.

Stay there.

Because the moment you remain in that truth—

The flow cannot be stopped.
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 Chapter 10 — The Fullness of the Vine:
Many Branches, One Life (Zion Revealed)

 The Tenth Revelation — One Life, Many
Branches
John 17:22–23

“…that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me…”

This is the final picture.

Not just:

Individual branches abiding

But:

A corporate expression of one life

The Vine is Christ.
The branches are many.

But the life?

One.
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 The End of Separation — The Beginning of
Unity
Religion separates:

You from God
You from others
Life into individual efforts

But grace unites:

One Christ… expressed through many members

This is not unity by agreement—

This is unity by shared life

 The Measure of the Fullness of Christ
Ephesians 4:13

“…unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…”

This is not describing individuals—

It is describing:

The corporate Christ

Many branches…
but together revealing:

  EN
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the fullness of the Vine

No single branch carries it all—

But together:

the full expression appears

 The Manifestation of the Sons
Romans 8:19

“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons
of God.”

Creation is not waiting for individuals trying harder.

Creation is waiting for:

A people who know the Vine is their life

A people who:

Abide
Flow
Express Christ freely

This is the manifestation.

 Mount Zion — The Corporate Reality
  EN
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Hebrews 12:22–23

“But ye are come unto mount Sion… to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn…”

Notice:

Not “you will come.”

“Ye are come.”

Zion is not a future place—

It is a present people

A people:

In union with Christ
Flowing in one life
Expressing one nature

 The River Flows Through the City
Revelation 22:1–2

“…a pure river of water of life… proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb… and the tree of life…”

Now we see the full picture.

The throne → the source
The river → the flow
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The tree → the expression

And where is the tree?

On both sides of the river

This is the Vine and the branches in fullness—

Life flowing through the entire city

 From Individual to Corporate Expression
What begins as:

“Christ in you”

Becomes:

“Christ in all”

The branch realizes:

I am not alone
I am part of something greater
The same life in me is in others

And together:

Zion rises
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 The Glory of One Life Revealed in Many
When many branches stop striving…

When many branches abide…

When many branches yield to the Vine…

Then something powerful happens:

The world sees Christ—not in one—but in many

This is:

The body functioning
The Bride revealed
The sons manifested

 God All in All
This is the end of the matter.

One Vine.
Many branches.
One life flowing through all.

Until finally:

God is all… in all.

No mixture.
No separation.
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No striving.

Only:

Christ expressed everywhere

 Declaration — We Are One in the Vine
We are many branches—
but one life.

Christ is in us.
Christ flows through us.

We are one body.
One expression.
One Zion.

 Call to Action — Step Into the Corporate Flow
Now—lift your eyes.

This is bigger than you.

You are part of:

A living Vine covering the earth

So:
  EN
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Abide in Christ
Recognize His life in others
Walk in the unity of the Spirit

And watch what happens…

The Vine begins to fill the earth through His branches

The Gospel of Grace — I Am the Vine, You
Are the Branches

By Carl Timothy Wray

  EN
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The Gospel of Grace Series  EN
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