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the Plan of the Ages Until It Manifests in
the Visible World

 The Gospel of Grace: AUTHOR
By Carl Timothy Wray

Carl Timothy Wray is a teacher of the Finished Work of Christ, devoted to unveiling
the full counsel of God from Genesis to Revelation. His writings focus on the Gospel
of Grace, the plan of the ages, and the manifestation of Christ as the life of the
believer. With a passion to remove religious confusion and reveal the simplicity that
is in Christ, his work brings clarity to misunderstood scriptures, showing that what
God finished in eternity is now being revealed in time. Through books, teachings,
and digital platforms, Carl’s mission is to declare the Gospel in its fullness—free from
mixture, rooted in truth, and centered in Christ alone.

What if everything you’ve been told about grace being a process is only half the
truth?

What if grace was never something you were meant to grow into… but something
already finished, waiting to be revealed?

This book answers one of the most important questions in Christianity:

Is grace a process… or a finished work?

  EN
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The Gospel of Grace — Is Grace a Process or a Finished Work? explores one of the
most searched and misunderstood questions in Christianity. Is grace something
believers grow into over time, or is it a completed work already finished in Christ?
This book reveals that grace is not a process to complete, but a finished work
established in the invisible realm before the foundation of the world. Through the
plan of the ages, that finished work unfolds and becomes visible in the life of the
believer. Covering key scriptures from Genesis to Revelation, this book explains the
relationship between eternity and time, the legal and vital aspects of redemption,
and how God’s purpose moves from completion to manifestation.

1. New Book 2. Download Free PDF

 The Gospel of Grace: INTRODUCTION
Most believers have been taught to think of grace as a process.  EN
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A journey.
A slow transformation.
A lifelong becoming.

They are told that grace begins at salvation, but must be developed, matured, and
completed through effort, discipline, and time. And while this language sounds
spiritual, it has left many trapped in a quiet tension—always growing, but never
arriving… always reaching, but never resting.

But what if the problem is not your progress?

What if the problem is your starting point?

What if grace does not begin in time at all?

The Scriptures declare something far greater than a process.

They reveal a work that was finished before the foundation of the world. A Lamb
slain before time began. A purpose settled in God Himself before creation ever
existed. This means that grace did not begin when you believed—it was already
complete long before you arrived.

So why does it feel like a process?

Because what is finished in eternity is revealed in time.

This is the tension we must resolve.

On one side, there are those who emphasize the finished work so strongly that
nothing seems to unfold—everything is declared complete, yet little is experienced.  EN
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On the other side, there are those who emphasize process so heavily that nothing
ever feels finished—everything is becoming, but nothing is settled.

Both contain part of the truth.

But neither reveals the whole.

Grace is not divided between finished work and process.

Grace is the finished work of Christ—legally complete, lacking nothing—unfolding
through the plan of the ages until it manifests in the visible world.

What God established in eternity…
He reveals in time.

What was hidden…
He makes known.

What was finished…
He causes to appear.

To understand this, we must see the difference between eternity and time.

Eternity is not extended time—it is a realm beyond time, where nothing changes
because nothing needs to change. Time, however, is created. It is structured. It is
ordered into ages, not to complete what is lacking, but to reveal what is already
complete.

God did not create the ages to discover His purpose.

He created them to reveal it.
  EN
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This book will walk through that revelation—from the Lamb slain before the
foundation of the world, to the creation of the ages, to the unfolding of grace within
the believer, and finally to the fullness of the dispensation of times where God
becomes all in all.

You will see that:

Grace is not God helping you become…
It is God revealing what He has already finished.

If you have ever felt the tension between striving and resting…
between becoming and being…
between process and completion…

Then this book is for you.

Because the truth will set you free from both extremes—

And bring you into the rest of what has already been done.

Grace is not a process to complete—it is a finished work already completed in Christ
that is revealed over time in the life of the believer.

 CHAPTER 1 Gospel of Grace

Gospel of Grace Defined — Process or
Finished?

  EN
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 The Tension That Has Divided the Church
There is a question that has quietly shaped the thinking of believers for generations:

Is grace a process… or is grace a finished work?

Most will never ask it directly, but they live under the weight of it every day.

On one side, grace is presented as something that begins at salvation but must be
developed over time. A journey of growth. A path of transformation. A process of
becoming more like Christ through effort, discipline, and perseverance.

On the other side, grace is declared as a finished work—complete, perfect, lacking
nothing. A work accomplished entirely by Christ, apart from human effort, received
by faith alone.

These two perspectives seem to stand in opposition to one another.

And because they are not reconciled, many believers live caught between them—
resting one moment, striving the next… confident one day, uncertain the next.

But the tension is not in God.

The tension is in how we understand His work.

 What the Scripture Actually Says
The Word of God does not present grace as something man completes.

It presents grace as something God has already finished.

  EN
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 Ephesians 2:8–9
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Grace is not earned.
Grace is not developed.
Grace is not completed by human effort.

It is a gift—fully given, fully supplied, and fully sufficient.

And when Christ finished His work, He did not leave it open-ended.

 John 19:30
“It is finished.”

Not “it has begun.”
Not “it is now possible.”

 It is finished.

 Why Then Does It Feel Like a Process?
If grace is finished, why does the believer experience growth?

Why does understanding increase?
Why does transformation appear over time?
Why does it feel like something is unfolding?

  EN
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This is where many lose the simplicity of the truth.

They assume:

 If something is unfolding… it must not be finished

But that assumption is incorrect.

 The Missing Distinction
The confusion comes from failing to distinguish between:

 What is finished in eternity
and

 What is revealed in time

God does not begin in time.

He begins in eternity.

And what He begins in eternity… He finishes before it ever appears in time.

 The Order of God’s Work
God’s work does not move from incomplete to complete.

It moves from:

 Complete → Revealed  EN
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Not:

Becoming true

But:

Being made known

 Grace Begins Where Man Cannot See
Grace did not begin when you believed.

Grace did not begin at the cross.

Grace began in God Himself—before the foundation of the world—where His
purpose was already settled, complete, and lacking nothing.

What happened in time was not the beginning of grace.

 It was the unveiling of grace.

 The Error of Both Extremes
Because this distinction is not understood, two extremes have formed:

 The Process-Only Mindset
Always growing
Never arriving
Always striving
Never resting

  EN
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This view keeps grace in time and never anchors it in eternity.

 The Static Finished-Only Mindset
Everything is done
Nothing unfolds
No visible transformation

This view anchors grace in eternity but denies its expression in time.

 The Truth That Resolves Both
Grace is not one or the other.

 Grace is both—rightly understood.

Grace is:

Finished in eternity
Revealed in time

What God completed in Christ is perfect and lacking nothing.

Yet that same finished work is revealed, unfolded, and manifested through the life of
the believer across time.

 The Key That Unlocks Understanding
Here is the truth that must be seen:  EN
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 Grace is not a process to complete—it is a finished work being revealed.

Everything changes when this is understood.

Growth is no longer pressure—it is revelation
Change is no longer effort—it is manifestation
Time is no longer a burden—it is a witness

 From Striving to Rest
When grace is misunderstood as a process, man strives.

When grace is seen as finished, man rests.

But when grace is understood as finished and revealed…

 Man rests while he watches God unfold what is already true.

 The Foundation for Everything That Follows
This chapter is the foundation of everything that will be built in this book.

Because if grace is not finished…

 then everything depends on you.

But if grace is finished…

 then everything depends on Him.  EN
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 CALL TO ACTION
Let this question settle in your heart:

 Are you trying to complete what God has already finished?

Or…

 Are you ready to rest and allow what is finished to be revealed?

 CHAPTER 2

The Lamb Slain Before the Foundation of
the World

 The Beginning That Was Not in Time
Most believers have been taught to think of the cross as the beginning of
redemption.

A moment in history.
A response to sin.
A turning point in time.

But Scripture reveals something far deeper—something that cannot be understood
with a time-based mind.

The cross did not begin in time.

It was revealed in time.
  EN
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 The Scripture That Changes Everything

 Revelation 13:8
“…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

This is not symbolic language.

This is revelation.

The Lamb was not merely slain at Calvary…

 He was slain before the foundation of the world.

 What This Means
If the Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world, then:

Redemption did not begin in history
The cross was not God’s reaction to sin
Grace was not introduced after the fall

 It was already complete.

Before man fell…
Before sin entered…
Before time began…

 The answer already existed.
  EN
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 God Does Not Work From Problem to
Solution
Man thinks this way:

Problem → Solution

But God does not work this way.

 God works from:

Solution → Manifestation

What He reveals in time…
He has already completed in eternity.

 The Cross in Time — The Revelation, Not the
Origin
When Christ was crucified, something incredible happened.

But it was not the beginning of redemption.

It was:

 The unveiling of what God had already finished

 John 19:30
“It is finished.”  EN
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Not becoming finished.
Not progressing toward completion.

 Finished.

 The Eternal Nature of God’s Work
God does not improve His work.

He does not revise it.
He does not develop it over time.

What He does…

 He completes.

And because He is eternal, His works carry that same nature:

Complete
Whole
Perfect
Unchanging

 Why This Must Be Seen
If the Lamb was only slain in time…

 Then redemption is tied to time

And if it is tied to time:
  EN
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It can be delayed
It can be incomplete
It can be uncertain

But if the Lamb was slain before time…

 Then redemption is anchored in eternity

And that means:

It cannot be undone
It cannot be improved
It cannot be incomplete

 The Hidden Foundation of Grace
Grace is not something that began when you believed.

Grace is something that existed before you were born.

Before the world existed.
Before time existed.

 Grace is rooted in God Himself.

 Why Time Was Necessary
If everything was already finished…

Why create time?
  EN
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Because what is finished in eternity is invisible to creation.

And God did not intend for His work to remain hidden.

So He created:

Time
Space
The ages

 To reveal what was already true

 The Pattern of Revelation
This is the pattern:

 Finished in eternity
 Hidden from sight
 Revealed in time
 Manifested in creation

 The Error of a Time-Based Gospel
When the Gospel is only understood in time:

Grace feels like it started at the cross
Salvation feels like it begins when you believe
Transformation feels like something you must achieve

But when the Gospel is seen from eternity:  EN

4/23/26, 7:30 PM The Gospel Of Grace — Is Grace A Process Or A Finished Work?

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-process-f inished-w ork/ 18/88



 Everything begins complete

 The Anchor of Your Faith
Your faith is not anchored in what God is doing.

Your faith is anchored in what God has already done.

Not in time…
 In eternity

 The Revelation That Changes Everything
Here is the truth:

 The Lamb was not slain at the cross—He was revealed at the cross.

That one line changes everything.

 From Reaction to Revelation
God is not reacting to humanity.

He is revealing Himself to humanity.

The cross was not a divine emergency.

 It was a divine unveiling.  EN
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 The Beginning of Understanding
Until this is seen:

Grace will feel uncertain
Salvation will feel fragile
Growth will feel like pressure

But once this is seen:

 Everything rests on what is already complete

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you living as though God is still working toward your redemption?

Or…

 Are you ready to rest in a work that was finished before time began?

 CHAPTER 3

Eternity vs Time — Two Realms, One
Purpose

 The Confusion That Must Be Removed  EN
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One of the greatest misunderstandings in all of Scripture is the belief that eternity
and time are the same thing.

Many think eternity is simply:

A longer version of time
Endless duration
Time that never stops

But this is not true.

Eternity and time are not extensions of one another.

 They are two completely different realms of existence

 What Eternity Is — And What It Is Not
Eternity is not measured.
Eternity is not sequential.
Eternity is not progressing.

Eternity does not move from beginning to end.

 Eternity simply is.

It is:

Uncreated
Unchanging
Complete
Whole  EN
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Nothing develops in eternity…
Because nothing needs to develop.

 Ecclesiastes 3:11
“…He has set eternity in their heart…”

There is something within man that recognizes this realm—
even if he cannot fully explain it.

 What Time Is — And Why It Exists
Time is not eternal.

Time is created.

It has:

Beginning
Sequence
Progression
Change

 Hebrews 1:2
“…by whom also He made the ages.”

Time is not random.

 It is structured into ages
  EN
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Designed.
Ordered.
Purposed.

 The Purpose of Time
Time was not created to complete what is lacking in God.

Time was created to reveal what is already complete in God.

 The Relationship Between Eternity and Time
Here is the key that unlocks everything:

 Eternity establishes reality
 Time reveals reality

Eternity does not change.

Time is where change appears.

 The Direction of Flow
The flow is always one direction:

 From eternity → into time

Never the other way around.  EN
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Time does not feed eternity.
Time does not improve eternity.
Time does not contribute to eternity.

 Why Time Cannot Enter Eternity
Time is built on:

Change
Sequence
Progression

Eternity has none of these.

So:

 Time cannot exist inside eternity

Because eternity has no need for:

Becoming
Movement
Development

 But Eternity Can Appear in Time
This is where the revelation comes alive.

While time cannot enter eternity…
  EN
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 Eternity can be expressed in time

God, who is eternal…

 Reveals Himself within time

 The Invisible Becoming Visible
Everything that is true in eternity is invisible to the natural eye.

So God created time and space…

 To make the invisible visible

 2 Corinthians 4:18
“…the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are
eternal.”

Eternal = unseen
Temporal = seen

 The Function of Time
Time is not fixing anything.

Time is not completing anything.

 Time is revealing something
  EN
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 The Role of the Ages
The ages are not random periods of time.

They are:

 Divinely ordered stages of revelation

Each age:

Unveils more
Reveals deeper
Brings clarity

 The Experience of the Believer
This is why your experience feels like:

Growth
Learning
Change

But what is happening is not:

 Becoming true

It is:

 Seeing what is already true
  EN
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 The Illusion of Process
When eternity is not understood…

Time appears to be:

A process of becoming
A path toward completion

But when eternity is understood…

 Time is seen as the unveiling of completion

 The Key Revelation
Here is the truth:

 Nothing is becoming in eternity—everything is being revealed in time.

 The Purpose Behind It All
Why would God do this?

Why create time?

Because what is known in God…

Would never be experienced by creation…

Without a realm in which it could be revealed.
  EN

4/23/26, 7:30 PM The Gospel Of Grace — Is Grace A Process Or A Finished Work?

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-process-f inished-w ork/ 27/88



 Bringing It Together
Eternity is the realm of what is.

Time is the realm where what is…

 Becomes visible, known, and experienced.

 The Shift That Changes Everything
When you see this:

You stop striving
You stop trying to complete something
You stop measuring your progress

And instead…

 You begin to rest
 You begin to see
 You begin to witness

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this question settle in your heart:

 Are you living as though time is completing what God started?

Or…
  EN
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 Are you ready to see time as the revelation of what God has already finished?

 CHAPTER 4

The Ages Were Created by Him

 Time Is Not Random — It Is Built
Most people think of time as something that simply exists.

Moments passing.
Days unfolding.
History moving forward.

But Scripture reveals something far greater:

 Time is not just passing…

 Time is built

 The Scripture That Opens the Ages

 Hebrews 1:2
“…by whom also He made the worlds.”

The word “worlds” here is not referring to planets.

It is the Greek word:  EN
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 aionas — ages

 Hebrews 11:3
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God…”

Again:

 Not worlds as in planets
 Ages framed, structured, ordered

 What This Means
God did not just create space…

 He created time in ordered segments

Ages with beginning
Ages with purpose
Ages with progression

 The Ages Are Structured Revelation
The ages are not random blocks of time.

They are:

 Divinely arranged stages of revelation
  EN
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Each age:

Reveals something
Builds upon what came before
Moves toward fulfillment

 God Is Not Moving Through Time — He Is
Governing It
This is critical to understand.

God is not inside time, trying to keep up with it.

 He is outside of time…

And He governs it.

He:

Created the ages
Ordered the ages
Speaks through the ages

 The Word Frames the Ages

 Hebrews 11:3
“…the worlds were framed by the word of God…”

“Framed” means:
  EN
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Ordered
Structured
Set in place

 The Word of God built the ages

 The Ages Serve a Purpose
The ages were not created for themselves.

They exist for something greater.

 Ephesians 1:9–10
“…according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself…
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one
all things in Christ…”

 There is an end goal:

Fullness of times
Everything gathered in Christ

 The Flow of the Ages
The ages are not circular.

They are progressive.
  EN
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They move toward:

 Fulfillment

 The Pattern Seen in Scripture
Throughout the Word, you see this unfolding:

Promise → Fulfillment
Shadow → Substance
Seed → Harvest

 Mark 4:28
“First the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”

 That is the pattern of the ages

 The Ages and the Plan of God
God reveals Himself progressively:

 Hebrews 1:1
“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake…”

 Different times
 Different ways
 Same purpose  EN
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 Why the Ages Must Exist
If everything is finished in eternity…

Why not reveal it all at once?

Because creation must:

Receive
See
Understand

 The ages allow for progressive revelation

 The Error of Ignoring the Ages
When the ages are not understood:

Everything feels random
Scripture feels disconnected
Growth feels confusing

 The Power of Understanding the Ages
When the ages are seen:

Scripture aligns
Purpose becomes clear
The process makes sense

  EN
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 The Key Revelation
Here it is:

 God created the ages to reveal what He finished in eternity.

 This Brings Order to Everything
Now we understand:

Time is created
Time is structured
Time is purposeful

 And nothing in it is wasted

 From Chaos to Design
What looks like chaos…

Is actually:

 Design unfolding

 The Believer’s Place in the Ages
You are not outside this structure.

  EN
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You are part of it.

Living in:

 A specific moment in God’s unfolding plan

 The Shift in Understanding
When you see this:

You stop thinking randomly
You stop striving blindly
You start seeing purpose

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this question settle in your heart:

 Are you viewing time as random events…

Or…

 Are you beginning to see the ages as God’s structured revelation of His finished
work?

 CHAPTER 5

The Unfolding of Grace Within the Believer
 From Cosmic Truth to Personal Experience

  EN
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Up to this point, we have seen grace from God’s side:

Finished in eternity
Established before time
Structured through the ages

But now the question becomes:

 Where does this meet you?

Because truth that remains outside of experience…
feels distant, even if it is real.

 Why the Believer Feels Change

Every believer knows this experience:

You understand more than you used to
You see things differently than before
Desires shift
convictions deepen

And it feels like:

 Growth
 Process
 Becoming

But this is where the misunderstanding enters.

 What Is Actually Happening
  EN
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What you are experiencing is not:

 You becoming something new

It is:

 You seeing what has always been true

 2 Corinthians 3:18
“But we all… beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image…”

Notice carefully:

 The change happens through beholding

Not through effort
Not through striving

 Through seeing

 Revelation Produces Transformation

The believer is not transformed by:

Discipline alone
Effort alone
Time alone

The believer is transformed by:  EN
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 Revelation

Because what is revealed…

 manifests

 The Inside-Out Order of God

God does not work from the outside in.

He works from:

 Inside → Outward manifestation

 Colossians 1:27
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Not Christ becoming…
Not Christ developing…

 Christ in you

Already present
Already complete

 Why Time Feels Like a Process

Here is the key:

 Revelation happens progressively in time  EN
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So it feels like:

You are growing
You are changing
You are becoming

But in reality:

 You are seeing more clearly over time

 The Veil Is Being Removed

 2 Corinthians 3:16
“When it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.”

The issue was never:

 Lack of completion

The issue was:

 Lack of sight

 Grace Is Not Growing—It Is Appearing

Grace is not increasing.

Grace is not developing.

Grace is not maturing.  EN
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 Grace is appearing

 Titus 2:11
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.”

 The Pattern Within the Believer

The same pattern we saw earlier is now personal:

 Finished in eternity
 Placed within you
 Revealed progressively
 Manifested outwardly

 The Death of Striving

When this is understood:

You stop trying to change yourself
You stop measuring your progress
You stop chasing transformation

And instead:

 You begin to see

And what you see…

 becomes what you walk in

  EN
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 The Rest of Grace

This is the rest:

 Not inactivity
 Not passivity

But:

 Confidence in what is already complete

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you trying to become what God has already placed within you?

Or…

 Are you ready to see clearly… and allow what is already true to appear?

 CHAPTER 6

The Legal Work vs The Vital Manifestation

 Two Realities That Must Be Distinguished

If grace is finished…

 Why does life still need to appear?

  EN
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If everything is complete…

 Why is there still an unfolding?

The answer is found in a distinction that few have clearly seen:

 The difference between the legal work of Christ… and the vital
manifestation of that work in the believer

Until this is understood, grace will always feel like a contradiction.

 What Is the Legal Work?

The legal work is what Christ accomplished:

Outside of you
Apart from you
Completely without your involvement

It is:

 Finished
 Settled
 Perfect

 John 19:30
“It is finished.”

 Hebrews 10:14
“For by one offering He hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.”  EN
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The legal work means:

Sin dealt with
Righteousness established
Death defeated
Life secured

 Completely.

Not partially.
Not progressively.
Not conditionally.

 What Is the Vital Manifestation?

The vital manifestation is:

 That same finished work appearing in you

Not being created…
Not being completed…

 Being revealed and expressed

 Galatians 2:20
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…”

Notice:

 The work is already true
 But the life is now being expressed
  EN
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 Legal Does Not Mean Invisible Forever

Many hear “finished” and assume:

 Nothing should unfold

But that is misunderstanding the nature of God’s work.

What is finished legally…

 Must be revealed vitally

 The Courtroom vs The Life

Think of it this way:

 Legal = Courtroom
 Vital = Living Reality

In the courtroom:

The verdict is declared
The case is closed
The judgment is final

But in life:

 That verdict must now be lived out, seen, and experienced

 You Do Not Make It True—You See It True

  EN
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The believer does not:

Complete the legal work
Improve the legal work
Add to the legal work

The believer:

 Comes into the realization of it

 The Error That Keeps People Bound

Here’s where many fall:

 They take what is legal… and try to make it vital through effort

They try to:

Produce righteousness
Create holiness
Achieve transformation

But that reverses God’s order.

 God’s Order Is Never: Effort → Completion

It is always:

 Completion → Revelation → Manifestation
  EN
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 The Life Comes From the Finished Work

The life you experience…

 Comes from what is already finished

Not the other way around.

 Romans 5:1
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God…”

Notice:

 Justified first (legal)
 Peace follows (vital experience)

 Why This Changes Everything

When you understand this:

You stop trying to produce what is already established
You stop striving for what is already yours
You stop working toward what is already finished

And instead:

 You begin to believe… and behold

 The Flow of Grace  EN
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Here is the divine flow:

 Christ finished it
 Faith receives it
 Revelation sees it
 Life manifests it

 The Role of Faith

Faith is not:

 Making something happen

Faith is:

 Agreeing with what is already done

 Hebrews 4:3
“For we which have believed do enter into rest…”

 From Pressure to Participation

When legal and vital are confused:

 Life feels like pressure

When they are understood:

 Life becomes participation  EN
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Not forcing…
Not striving…

 Watching God bring forth what is already true

 The Manifestation Is Certain

Because the legal work is perfect…

 The manifestation is guaranteed

It may unfold through time…

But it cannot fail.

 The Key Revelation

Here it is:

 You are not becoming righteous…
 You are seeing the righteousness already given

 You are not becoming alive…
 You are experiencing the life already placed within you

 The End of Confusion

This one truth settles it:
  EN
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 The legal work is complete…
 The vital manifestation is its revelation

Not two different works.

 One work… seen in two ways

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you trying to manifest what only Christ could finish?

Or…

 Are you ready to rest in what is finished… and watch it appear in your life?

 CHAPTER 7

The Role of Faith — Receiving What Is Already
Finished

 The Question That Must Be Answered

If everything is already finished…

 Why do so many believers still struggle?

If the work is complete…
  EN
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 Why is it not fully experienced?

The answer is not found in effort.

It is found in:

 Faith

But not the kind of faith most have been taught.

 What Faith Is NOT

Before we define faith, we must remove the lies surrounding it.

Faith is NOT:

 Trying harder
 Believing stronger
 Convincing yourself something will happen
 Forcing an outcome

That is not faith.

 That is effort dressed in spiritual language.

 What Faith Actually Is

Faith is:

 Agreement with what God has already finished  EN
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Not agreement with what you see…

 Agreement with what God has said.

 Romans 4:17
“…God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though
they were.”

God does not wait for something to appear…

 He speaks from what is already true.

And faith:

 Agrees with Him.

 Faith Does Not Create—It Receives

This is critical.

Faith does not:

Produce righteousness
Create life
Bring something into existence

Faith:

 Receives what is already established
  EN
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 Ephesians 2:8
“For by grace are ye saved through faith…”

Grace provides.

 Faith receives.

 The Direction of Faith

Faith is not reaching forward…

 It is resting in what is already done.

Most have been taught:

 “Believe so it can happen”

But the truth is:

 “Believe because it has already happened”

 Faith Anchors in Eternity

Faith does not anchor in:

Circumstances
Feelings
Time

Faith anchors in:  EN
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 Eternity

In what God has already completed.

 Hebrews 11:1
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Faith deals with:

 What is unseen (eternal)

Not yet visible…

 But already real.

 Why Faith Brings Rest

If faith is misunderstood…

 It produces pressure

“Am I believing enough?”
“Do I have enough faith?”
“Why isn’t it happening?”

But when faith is seen correctly:

 It produces rest

Because:  EN

4/23/26, 7:30 PM The Gospel Of Grace — Is Grace A Process Or A Finished Work?

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-process-f inished-w ork/ 54/88



 Nothing depends on you completing anything

 Hebrews 4:10
“For he that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased from his own works…”

Faith brings you into:

 The rest of what is already finished

 Faith and the Finished Work

Faith does not move God.

God has already moved.

Faith does not activate grace.

Grace is already active.

Faith does not release power.

Power is already present.

 Faith simply agrees with it.

 The Simplicity That Was Lost

Faith is not complicated.
  EN
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It is:

 Seeing what God has said…
 And saying “Yes”

 2 Corinthians 1:20
“For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen…”

God says:

 Yes

Faith responds:

 Amen

 Why Many Struggle With Faith

Because they are trying to use faith to:

 Change reality

Instead of:

 Seeing reality

 Faith Is Sight in the Spirit

Faith is not blind.  EN
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 Faith sees what the natural eye cannot see.

 2 Corinthians 5:7
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

Not blind walking…

 Spirit-seeing walking

 The Connection Between Legal and Vital

Here is where everything connects:

 The legal work is finished
 The vital manifestation unfolds

And faith is:

 The bridge between the two

 Faith Does Not Force Manifestation

Faith does not push manifestation into existence.

Faith:

 Aligns you with what is already true

And in that alignment…  EN
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 manifestation naturally appears

 From Striving to Seeing

When faith is misunderstood:

 You strive to believe

When faith is understood:

 You begin to see

 The Key Revelation

Here it is:

 Faith is not reaching for what is not yet…

 Faith is resting in what already is

 This Changes Everything

Now:

Prayer changes
Expectation changes
Perspective changes

You are no longer:  EN
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 Trying to get God to do something

You are:

 Seeing what God has already done

 The End of Effort-Based Faith

Faith is not a tool to achieve.

Faith is:

 A response to completion

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you using faith to try to make something happen?

Or…

 Are you ready to rest in what God has already finished and simply agree?

 CHAPTER 8

The Illusion of Process — Why It Feels Like
Becoming  EN
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 The Experience Everyone Feels

Every believer, at some point, feels this:

“I’m growing”
“I’m changing”
“I’m becoming more like Christ”

It feels real.

It feels true.

And because it feels true…

 It is rarely questioned.

 The Subtle Assumption

Underneath that feeling is an assumption:

 “If I am becoming… then I must not already be.”

And that assumption is where the illusion begins.

 What You Feel vs What Is True

The believer experiences:

 Change over time

But Scripture declares:

  EN
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 Completion in eternity

So now we have a tension:

Experience says: “I’m becoming”
Truth says: “It is finished”

 Why This Feels Like a Contradiction

Because the natural mind interprets everything through:

 Time

Sequence
Progress
Development

So when something unfolds over time…

 The mind concludes it is being created

 But That Conclusion Is False

Unfolding does not mean:

 Being created

Unfolding means:

 Being revealed  EN
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 The Seed Analogy That Explains Everything

 Mark 4:28
“First the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”

This looks like:

 Process

But in reality:

 The fullness was already in the seed

The seed did not become something new…

 It revealed what it already contained

 You Are Not the Process—You Are the Seed

This is where the shift happens.

You are not:

 Becoming complete

You are:

 Revealing what is already complete within you

 Time Creates the Illusion of Becoming  EN
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Because revelation unfolds in sequence:

First you see a little
Then you see more
Then you see clearly

It feels like:

 Growth

But it is actually:

 Clarity increasing

 The Veil Makes It Feel Like Process

 1 Corinthians 13:12
“For now we see through a glass, darkly…”

The issue is not:

 Lack of completion

The issue is:

 Limited sight

 As Sight Increases, It Feels Like Change

When you begin to see:  EN
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Truth replaces error
Light replaces darkness
Understanding replaces confusion

And that feels like:

 You are changing

But what is actually happening is:

 You are seeing

 The Old Man of Perception

The mind trained in time says:

 “I am not yet”

The Spirit reveals:

 “It already is”

 Why This Illusion Is So Powerful

Because it is reinforced by:

Time
Experience
Emotion
Religious teaching  EN
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Everything in the natural realm says:

 “You are becoming”

 But God Says Something Different

 Colossians 2:10
“And ye are complete in Him…”

Not becoming complete…

 Complete.

 The Illusion Keeps Effort Alive

If you believe you are becoming…

 You will try to help the process

You will:

Strive
Measure progress
Compare yourself
Feel pressure

 But When the Illusion Breaks…

Everything shifts:  EN
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Growth becomes revelation
Change becomes manifestation
Time becomes a witness

 You Stop Measuring Yourself

Because you realize:

 You are not the source of change

 The Mirror Revelation

 James 1:23–25
“…he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass…”

The Word is a mirror.

It does not show you:

 What you will become

It shows you:

 What you already are

 Forgetting Creates the Illusion

When you walk away from what you’ve seen…

 It feels like you lost it

  EN

4/23/26, 7:30 PM The Gospel Of Grace — Is Grace A Process Or A Finished Work?

https://thef inishedw orkofchrist.com/gospel-of-grace-process-f inished-w ork/ 66/88



But you didn’t lose anything.

 You lost sight of it.

 Seeing Restores Reality

When you look again…

 It becomes real again

Not because it returned…

 But because you saw it again

 The Key Revelation

Here it is:

 The process you feel…
 is the progressive unveiling of what is already complete

 Nothing Is Becoming—Everything Is Appearing

Let this settle deeply:

 You are not becoming like Christ

 Christ is being revealed in you
  EN
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 This Ends the Struggle

Because now:

You stop chasing transformation
You stop fearing lack
You stop trying to “get there”

And instead:

 You begin to rest and see

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you living as though you are still becoming something?

Or…

 Are you ready to see that what you are waiting for has already been placed
within you?

 CHAPTER 9

The Fullness of Times — When What Is Finished
Fully Appears

 The Question That Brings Us Here  EN
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If everything is finished…

If it is being revealed through time…

If it is unfolding within the believer…

Then the question becomes:

 Is there a point where the unveiling reaches fullness?

The answer is:

 Yes.

And Scripture names it:

 The fullness of times

 The Scripture That Defines the End

 Ephesians 1:9–10
“…having made known unto us the mystery of His will…
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times
He might gather together in one all things in Christ…”

This is not the beginning.

 This is the culmination.

 What “Fullness of Times” Means  EN
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It does not mean:

 Time continuing forever
 Endless progression
 Ongoing process

It means:

 Time reaching its intended purpose

 The ages accomplishing what they were created to reveal

 The Purpose of All Ages

From the beginning, the ages were created to:

 Reveal what God finished in eternity

And the fullness of times is:

 When that revelation is no longer partial

 From Partial to Full

Right now, the world lives in:

Partial sight
Partial understanding
Partial manifestation

  EN
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 1 Corinthians 13:10
“But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done
away.”

 The End of Partial Seeing

The fullness of times is when:

 What has been seen in part…
 Is seen in fullness

No more fragments
No more shadows
No more partial understanding

 The Gathering Into One

 Ephesians 1:10
“…that He might gather together in one all things in Christ…”

This is the great convergence:

 Everything brought into alignment with what is already true

 Heaven and Earth Meet

The separation between:

Invisible and visible
Eternal and temporal

  EN
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Finished and manifested

 Is removed

 The Veil Is Fully Gone

What has been:

 Gradually removed

Is now:

 Completely removed

No more limitation of sight
No more distortion

 The Full Manifestation

What was:

 Finished in eternity
 Revealed through time
 Unfolding within the believer

Now becomes:

 Fully manifested

 God’s Original Intention

  EN
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This was always the goal:

 Not partial revelation

 Full manifestation

 The Pattern Completed

Everything we have seen now completes its cycle:

 Finished in eternity
 Hidden from sight
 Revealed in time
 Manifested in creation
 Brought into fullness

 Nothing Is Added—Everything Is Revealed

The fullness of times is not God:

 Adding something new

It is God:

 Revealing everything fully

 The End of Delay

What once appeared delayed…  EN
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 Is now seen as perfectly timed

Because time was never delaying anything—

 It was revealing everything

 The End of Struggle

When fullness comes:

 Striving ends

Because nothing remains to be pursued

 The End of Misunderstanding

Confusion ends
Division ends
Partial thinking ends

 The Key Revelation

Here it is:

 The fullness of times is when what was finished in eternity is fully visible in
creation

 The Goal of Grace
  EN
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Grace was never meant to remain hidden.

Grace was always meant to:

 Appear fully

 The Certainty of This Moment

Because the work was finished…

 The fullness is guaranteed

Not possible…

 Certain

 From Hope to Sight

 Romans 8:24
“…hope that is seen is not hope…”

Hope carries us forward…

 Until what is unseen becomes seen

 The Transition

There comes a moment where:
  EN
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 Faith gives way to sight

 Hope gives way to manifestation

 God All in All

This is the final declaration:

 1 Corinthians 15:28
“…that God may be all in all.”

Nothing outside Him
Nothing separate from Him

 Everything fully revealed in Him

 The End That Was the Beginning

What God purposed in eternity…

 Is now fully seen in time

 CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Are you still waiting for God to complete something?

Or…
  EN
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 Are you ready to see that everything is moving toward the full unveiling of what
is already finished?

 CHAPTER 10

God All in All — The Final Revelation of Grace

 The End God Always Saw

From the very beginning…

Before time
Before creation
Before the ages were formed

God had already seen the end.

Not an uncertain end…
Not a possibility…

 A settled reality

 1 Corinthians 15:28
“…that God may be all in all.”

This is not a poetic phrase.

 This is the final revelation of everything God has done.

  EN
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 What “All in All” Actually Means

It means:

 Nothing outside of Him
 Nothing separate from Him
 Nothing incomplete

Everything:

Aligned
Revealed
Manifested

 In Him

 The Journey That Was Never a Journey

From man’s perspective:

 It looked like a journey

From God’s perspective:

 It was always complete

 The Illusion Fully Removed

Now everything we have exposed comes together:

The illusion of process

  EN
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The misunderstanding of time
The confusion of effort
The struggle of becoming

 All of it dissolves here

 Nothing Left to Complete

If God is all in all…

 There is nothing left unfinished

Nothing left undone
Nothing left unresolved

 The Full Restoration of Sight

What was once:

Hidden
Veiled
Partial

Is now:

 Fully seen

 The End of Separation

Every sense of:

  EN
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Distance
Division
Disconnection

 Is gone

Because the truth is now fully revealed:

 There was never separation in God’s finished work

 The Final Revelation of Grace

Grace is no longer:

 Something to understand

It is now:

 Something fully seen

 Grace Has Done Its Work

Grace did not fail
Grace did not fall short
Grace did not leave anything incomplete

 Grace accomplished everything

 The Silence of Striving  EN
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At this point:

 Striving has no voice

Effort has no place
Performance has no role

 The Rest That Remains

What remains is:

 Rest

Not temporary rest…
Not partial rest…

 Complete rest

 Hebrews 4:9–10
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
For he that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased from his own works…”

 The Revelation of Identity

Now the believer no longer says:

 “I am becoming”

He sees:  EN
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 “It is finished… and I am in Him”

 The Full Circle

We have come full circle:

 What was finished in eternity
 Revealed through time
 Unfolded within the believer
 Manifested in creation

Is now:

 Fully seen as complete

 Nothing New—Only Fully Revealed

God did not arrive at a new idea.

He did not adjust His plan.

 He revealed what He always knew

 The Eternal Now

In this revelation:

 Time no longer governs perception

You begin to see from:

  EN
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 Eternity

Where everything:

 Already is

 The Final Declaration

Let it be said clearly:

 Grace was never a process

 Grace was never incomplete

 Grace was never waiting on man

 Grace was always finished

 And Now It Is Seen

What was:

 Hidden

Is now:

 Revealed

 The End of All Questions
  EN
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Every question resolves here:

Am I enough?
Am I changing?
Am I growing?
Will I arrive?

 All answered in one truth:

It is finished.

 The Simplicity of the Gospel Restored

The Gospel is not:

 Complicated

It is:

 Complete

 The Invitation That Remains

Now there is only one thing left:

 To see
 To believe
 To rest

  EN
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 FINAL CALL TO ACTION
Let this settle in your heart:

 Will you continue striving to become…

Or…

 Will you rest in what God has already finished?

This book answers the question “Is grace a process or a finished work?” by revealing
that grace is both legally finished in Christ and progressively revealed in time. By
understanding the difference between eternity and time, the legal work and vital
manifestation, and the role of faith, believers can rest in what is already complete
instead of striving to achieve what God has already done.

The Gospel of Grace — Is Grace a Process
or a Finished Work?

By Carl Timothy Wray

  EN
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The Gospel of Grace Series  EN
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1. The Gospel of Grace — The Finished Work Proclaimed
2. The Gospel of Grace — What Does It Mean to Die to Self?
3. The Gospel of Grace — I Will Restore the Years the Locust Has Eaten
4. The Gospel of Grace — Lest Any Man Should Boast
5. Join Our Facebook Page and Group
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